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Being an Humble Enquiry into the 
duty of Churches, .. Miniſters, 
and all that fear the Lord, 
under the preſent diſ- 
penſation of God. 
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TO THE 


[READER: 


AHe different apprehenſcons of 
the People of God in this 
day, concerning their pre- 
oor duty, (being cut off front 

hezr publick liberties of Worſhip)gave 
caſtor to the enſuing Enquiry 5 ſome 
udging it of abſalute eceſſaty fo af- 
emble openly,though they expoſe them- 
elves ( or at leaſt their Teachers) to 
be utmoſt hazard; others, that Re- 
irement 7s that which the preſent 
diſpenſation calls for, which later this 
brief Diſcourſe endeavours to prove, as 
juſtifiable from the Scripture, and the 
praGiſe of the People of God in former 
ſges , but more eſpecially to be the 
oice of the Lord to his people in the 
preſent day, in which there is a con- 

urring judgement of many. 
A-2 But 


To theReader. 


But that Retirement which is firſt 
called to, namely, unto the Lord Jeſus 
himſelf (which 7s briefly preSF im the 
former. part,) is that which is com- 
mended to all, as abſolutely neceſſary, 
as ever they expe to be found under 


bz wing at his coming and appearing 


and, Reader, heay the call of Jeſus 
Chriſt therein, that thou mayſt lay up 
thy immortal ſoul with him, that whez 
$forms are coming upon the World,thou 


aſt be found in thy Santtuary, in 


thy Chambers of Reſt and Safety, 
where they ſhall not reach thee. 

As to the Caſe of Retirement from 
open Aſſembling,, it is plainly ſtated 
from Scripture evidence, as is humbly 
apprehended, wherein if there be not 
enongh ſaid to ſatisfie a doubting Con- 
ſcience, yet, at leaſt, there may be ſuf- 
ficient to engage humble and ſober 
minds toa mutual forbearance. 

The duties of all Saints, under this 
Retirement, are but briefly hinted, 
becauſe of brevity, and in that they 
have 


To theReader. 


have been. more at large preſ# by the 
Servants of God," inthe two years of 
mercy we have enjoyed (as the peculiar 
bleſſing of this City) to the honour of 
the Lord Jeſwn, the eſtabliſhment of the 


Saints in the faith aud worſhip of the 


Goſpel, and in the Reſurretion of the 
Cauſe of the Kingdom of Chriſt in theſe 
Nations, the vindicating and. aſſerting 
whereof,hath,as is hoped.left a gratious 
and powerful imprecſſuon and ſavour up- 
on the Spirits of the Lords people, that 
ſo they may be found the more quietly 


ſubmitting to the diſpenſation of the 


Lord, as bleſſedly eStabliſht in the fore- 
mentioned truths, and may (in thoſe 
bolyprinciples in which they have beer 
built up) continue in a more private 
way, edifying one another in love, as 
thoſe (in this their retirement ) that 
are waiting for the ſpeedy return of 
their Lord, that when he comes he may 
find them ſo doing. This you may do, 
4s under the wings of the Almighty, 11 
a probable ſecurity, and not haſten 
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To the Reader. 


your ſelves .into your own ufferings, 
and if the providence of God, fingleout 
any of you to a ſuffering teStimony, in 
the loſs of liberty, or goods, or to_ba- 
niſhment, verily, you will know the 
tender heart of Jeſus Chriſt towards 
you, and his faithfulneile ir making 
up all to you and yours, and that in this 
life, a hundred fold. 

Be quiet you Captives of hope, for, 
in returning and reſt ſhall ye befa- 
ved, in quietnefle and confidence 
ſhall be your ſtrength; And though 
the Lord give you the bread of adverſs- 
ty, and the water of affli&ion, yet ſhall 
not thy Teachers be removed into cor- 
ers any more, but thine ETES 
SHALL SEE THY TE ACHs- 
ERS. Domot thinkthat the Lords 
now at the endof twenty years work , 
and that the preſent diſpenſation 75 tbe 
laſt iſſue of all his glorious providences, 
you have ſometime believed that the 
Exaltation of the Lord Jeſus would 

be the iſone of all the ſhakines the Lord 
bath 


To the Reader. 


hath made in theſe Nations, and you 
have as great, if not agreatey ground 
to abide in the ſame Faith as ever; 
Take heed of a bewildred Spirit under 
the dark providences the Lord is lead- 
ing us, but conſider what the Lord hath 
beex doing,and what work hath been 
upon the wheele, and by faith la- 
bour to lookto the end of the Lord, 
_ you will be able quietly to wait for 
its | 
I wiſh the Caſe in hand had been ſta- 
ted by an abler hand, but finding n0- 
thing herein, IT have found my Spirit 
(often looking for light from the Fa- 
ther of lights) drawz out to caſt in this 
mite, to the preſent Generation of the 
righteous, as hoping that the voice of 
the Lamb zs 7n 74, in the main ſcope of 
it 5 'And though, it may be, in what is 
hinted about the death ofthe witne(- 
ies,T may differ from ſome of the Lords 
Servants, yet 1 promiſe my ſelf their 
forbearance, it being an houre of en- 
quiry,and we would be all glad to _— 
A the 
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To the Reader. 


the mind of Chriſt in our day. Some- 
thing more may be offerd to conſidera- 
tion to clear thoſe hints, and of the na- 
ture of the Kingdom of Chriſt in this 
World, if the Lord permit. Now the 
bleſſed God and Father of our Lord Je- || C0 
ſus Chriſt, preſerve all his in this houre | 
of temptation , and lead ws into his 

whole Counſel and Will,to whoſe immu- 

table grace I commend thee,in the pati- 

ent waiting for Lions Redemption, 


The 25. of the _ Heſting, 
5. Month, Thy Brother and 
1662, Fellow-Servant in 


the Patience of Chriſt. 


we < tith7 
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ESsAy 26. 20; 


Come my People enter thou into thy . 
| Chambers, and ſhut thy doors about 
thee hide thy ſelf, as it were, for 
a little moment. untill the in- 
dignation be overpaſs. 


HE ſpecial :/dome of the 
People of God in all Ge- 
nerations, under the warz- 
zty of his diſpenſations , 

hath been to know what the Lord 
hath ſpoken, and called his People 
to, under them, in the knowledge 
of which hath been bound up their, 
mercy and peace in' every Genera- 
tion. 

All their miſcarriages have been 
for want of attending hereunto, ei- 
ther in a day of peace and outward 
blefſing,or in a day of afiii&ion and 
Judgement. 


"Ra 
judgement. The ſafety of this peo- 
ple to whom this word was ſpoken, 
Enter into thy Chambers, &c. did 
lye in the obedience thereof at 
that day, whichlet us a little more 
particularly conſider. | 
This Prophet, though many 
years before the day of it, ſpake of 
the Captivity of Judah, and alſo of 
her return and reſtauration, with 
the bleſſings that ſhould attend it, 
which reſtauration he more at 
large begins to diſcover at the 14. 
Chap. For the Lord will have mercy 
upon Jacob, and will yet chuſe iſrael, 
ard ſet them to their own Land, &c. 
Upon which, the Prophet having 
denounced the byrdex of the Lord 
againſt Babyloz, Chap. 13. threa- 
tens all other Nations to the 25. 
Chap. that but helped in or yrejoy- 
ced at the day of his Peoples Capti- 
vity, as 10ab, and Syria, and Egypt, 
and Tyre, (ce 
As1s more generally expreſt, ch. 


17. 


C3) 


17. 12, 13, I4. Wo to the multitude of 
many people, which make a noiſe, like 
d | thenoiſe of the ſeas, and to the ruſhing 
at | of Nations, that make a ruſhing of 
re f mighty waters; But God ſhall rebuke fl 
them, and they ſhall flee afar off, and _ 
y | ſoall be chaſed as the chaffe of the bi 
of | Jdountains before the wind, and like a 
of || rouling thing before the whirlewind 3 
h | whatisthe reaſon of all this? why, 
t, | This is theportion of them that ſpoil 
at || us, and the lot of them thet rob us 
4. | The reſtoring and ſalvation of 
cy | Judah was accompanied with the 
diſtreſs of all the Nations round a- 
& | bount her,and with the utter ruine 
& | of the Babyloniſh Monarchy, ſet 
-d | forth, chap. 29. 
a- The great revolutions & periods of all 
5. | the Nations of the World, have been the 
y- | iſines of the Captivity or Deliverance 
i- | of the people of God, and God hath go- 
t, | wernd the World iz ſubſerviency there- 
unto. | 
The Prophet having thus ſpoken 
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4 
of Jacobs deliverance, and the great 
Farth-quake of the Nations. that 
ſhould accompany it , At the 25, 
26, and 27. chap. you have ſongs 
of praiſe referring to that day,mixt 
with promiſes of the Meſſiah, 'our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Know- 
ledge, Light, Peace, and Glory that 
ſhould be the iſſue of the diſpenſa- 
tion of grace by him to the Jews 
and Gentiles, even all the Nations 


of the Earth in this 26. chap. You 


have the ſong of praiſe continued, 
ſpecially reſpetting Judahs gather- 
ing, magnifying the power of the 
Lordin her ſalvation; gnd in the 
ruine of Babyloz, v. 4, 5. their po- 
{ture in their captivity, v. 8. lo we 
have waited for thee, &C. Their wiſi- 
ting the Lord in their diſtreſſe, and 
powering out prayer before him, v.16, 
17, 18. At the 18h, verſe they are 
brought in complaining, that they 
had been in pazes, yet had wrought 
20 deliverance in the Earth, neither 


had 


5) 
| had the Inhabitants of the World 


fallen; At the 19. verſe, the Lord 
by the Prophet gives an anſwer, 
that though in their Captivity they 
did Iyeas dead men, yet verſe 19. 
T, hy dead men ſhall live, &c. Awake 
and ſing ye that dwell in the duſt, for 
thy dew 3s as the dew of herbs, and the 
Earth ſhall caſt out her dead; Thy 
reſurrection from this Captivity 
and Death, ſhall be as the herbs 
that lye dead in Winter, but ſhall 
revive and ſpring forth again by the 
dews of the ſpring upon them, in 
the mean time, the Lord calls them 
to retire, and promiſeth to ſecure 
them 53 Come my people, enter thou in- 
to thy Chambers, &C. 

Where, x. You have the tender 
and affectionate izvitemert and call 
of God, come my People, whatever 
the World ſpeaks of thee, and 
makes thee as an out-caſt, yet ſtill 
my People, pretious in my fight, under 
my cve and care, though 9 man 
careth 
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i careth for thee; No matter ifall the | * 
Nations of the World ſay, go you 4 
ont-caſts, if the Lord ſay, come my p 


people. | þ 
2. Where, and to what he calls, | © 
enter in thy Chambers, retire thy ſelf 
as into thy ſtrong hold for ſafety 3 
and ſbut thy door about thee, as when 
menretire into their houſes from a | : 
ſtorm, avd ſhut their doors 3 fur- || 
ther amplified , Hide thy ſelf; how || ©* 
long ? but for 4 l;#tle moment, till the F 
indignation be over-paſt. Their cry- } 
ing out in pangs, their powering ' 
out of prayer, engaged the Lord to Bl 
full mercy. 1. To hide-them under rs 
the indignation. 2, To haſtex to ? 
their Salvation, and that ſpeedily, 
it ſhall be but for a 20-2eyt. Ther 
will the Lord come out of hzs place, pr 
and that to admiration and aſto- 
niſhment; for behold his appearance q 
ſhall be worderful and glorious, in || © 
/ the ſeaſon of it,and the marer of it; 
E: - 1} He will puniſh the Inhabitants of the 
2" Earth, 


"E223 
Ezrth,and the Earth ſhall diſcloſe ber 


blood, the blood ofhis Servants, ſpilt 


as water upon the ground by the 
Babylonians,) and ſhall zo wiſe cover 
ber /iain 3 Thus you have the words 
with their coherence opened. 

The ſpecial thing I would take 
notice of (in order to the diſcove- 
ry of the mind and call of Chriſt to 


| his Saints at this day) 1s the Lords 


calling of them into their Chambers, 
to ſhut their doors, to hide them- 
ſelves3 which expreſſions denote 
this one thing in the general, name- 
ly, Retirement, Which I ſhall give 


forth, in one obſervation, natural- 


ly and clearly decuced, as the ſcope 
of the Holy Ghoſt in them. 

- Ob. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his 
providential Diſpenſations ſometimes 
calls his People to Retirement. 

That I may more particularly 
diſcover what I mean by Retire- 
ment. 

Jeſus Chriſt calls his people to 


retires. 


rr ——_  - 


8) 
; retire. Is __ himelf. 1. As ta. 
all manner of Prote70n. 
. 2. Asto morecloſe and intimate || 
Communion. re 
2. Hecalls them to Retiremernt.,as || ;þ 
to Publick ſervices, and adminiſtra- || 5 
tions. | 2s 
1. Hecalleth them to retzre un- || as 
der his ſhade for Prote&Fion; lo he | C: 
was ſaid to ſpread his wings over his 
People, as an Eagle doth over her || ti 
y0urg ones, in the Wilderneſs of old, | fle 
Deut. 32. And in the day of the Na- | di 
tions wrath,when in a coxrfederacy a- | 45 
oainſt his people, they are called || th, 
his hiddez ones, Pſal. 83. They con- | Th 
ſult, but tis againſt thy hidden ones; | th 
and ſo that pretious word of grace, | the 
where the Lord holds out his arms | /io 
to his poor onesin a ſtormy day, | 1: 
Eſay 4. 6. There ſhall be a Tabernacle | the 
for a ſhaddow in the day time from the | me 
heat, an for a place of refuge, and for | 27 
i a cover from ſtorm and from rain. 92, 
| So Ch. 25. 4+ (And let them be | be 
words | \ 


words of faith, to all Saints): for 
thou haſt been a ſtrength to the poor, a 


ſtrength: tothe needy in' his. diſtreſs, a 


refuge from the florm, a ſhaddow fron 
the heat, when the blaſt of the' terrible 
one is againſt the wall,. ch. 32. 2 A 
man (the man Chriſt Jeſus) ſhall be 
as a hiding place from. the wind, and a 
Cavert from the tempeſt. _'. 

And thus the Saints in ſtormy 
times beſpeak the Lord, and have 
fled into him as their refuge and h;- 
ding place; So David often, keep me 
a the apple of thine eye, hide me under 
the ſhadow of the wings, Pal. 17.8. 
Thou ſhall hide them in the ſecret of 
thy preſence from the pride of man, 
thou ſhall keep them ſecretly in a pavile 
lion, Plal. 31.8. Tn the time of trou- 
ble he ſhall hide me in his Pavillion, in 
the ſecret of his Tabernacle ſhall he hide 
me, he ſhall ſet me upon a Rock, Pal. 
27: In the ſhaddow of thy wings will T 
make -y refuge, untill theſe Calamities 
be overpait, Plal: 57. 15 Of which 
V5! B David 
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(10) 

David in all his perſecutions and wan- 
rings, had abundant and ſweet ex- 
perience in the review and recolleFi- 
v1-0f which he breaks forth into 
the praiſes of theLord; -his heart 
being warmed with the ſenſe of the 
Lords goodneſs aud love; Pfal.-18. 
7 will love thee, (or TI will: dearly 
love thee) 0h Lord my Sirength, the 
Lord'ay Rock, , my Forireſs, and 22y 
Deliverer, my God, my Strength in 
whom ſhall T traſt, my Buckler, and 
the hope of my: Salvation, . and my 
High-Tower.... . ek 

Lpon which-experzence he gives 
forth, everlaſting words of grace 
forall the People of God to truſt 
uponin all Generations, as. Pſal. g. 
2. The Lord alſo will be-a refuge-for 
7c oppreſſed, a refuge in time of trou- 
ble,Pial.91. 1, 2. He that awelleth 
in the ſecret places of the Moſt High, 


fhall abide untley the ſhaddow of the 


Almighty, with many more words to 
the jame purpoſe 5 -The Lord at that 
\ eb 5 day 


(11) 

day of indignation. from the houſe 
of Saul and all the mighty men of 
Iſrael againſt David and. ſuch as did 
adhere to him, calling David to re- 
tire as into his chambers, from the 
ſtorm that,was againſt him, till the 


indignation was overpaſt, and the 


Lord 4:4 -him' from the wrath of 
man, as hath been ſhewed. 

Oftthe fame import is that word, 
Prov. 11.10. The Name of the Lord is 
a ſtrong Tower, andthe riehteous run- 
neth into it and are ſafe,” Thereare 
three Names of God to which: his 
people in a day of indignation-fly 
unto. | ALERT | 

The name of his Goodzeſs 3 that 
Name which the Lord made known 
and proclaimed to'Mvſes; after the 
People of God had ſinned, and. 440- 
ſes had cryed toi him for the for - 
giveneſle of their fin, and begs his 
preſence may go with thems 7. will 
make (laith the Lord) all my good- 
reſs to paſs before thee, Exod. 35, _ 
1 2 an 


et x. yo be a a Ln is 


| (12) 
and chap: 34» 6. The Lord paſſe by 
before him, and proclaimed. The Lord 
God Merciful and Gracious, long ſuf- 
fering, abundant in goodneſs, in truth, 
&c. So when. David pleads: with 
God in his diſtreſſe, ?/2l. 89. the 
argument of Faith is, v. 5. For thou 
Lord art good, and therefore ready to 
forgive, &c. and when he flyesun- 
to God,.P/al. 31. he makes this as 
the wing of God, the Name of his 
goodneſs, verſ: 19. 0h how great is thy 
Gootreſs thou haſt laid up. for them 
that fear thee,which thou haſt wrought 
for them that truſt in thee before the 
ſons of men, thou ſhalt hide them, &c. 


AndPſal. 144. My Goodneſs,” my For- 


treſs, and my high Tower, 8&c. not 
onely my good good, but goodreſs it 
ſelf, &c. Yeathis Name of God that 
he proclaimed to'Moſes, was as the 
great refuge of the Saints in'the day 


of therr-diſtrefle, and which. they 


urgedupon him, as ®/al. 86. and 103. 


1901 


oy 
in all Generations hee would be 
known to his people by this Name, 
and by Faith they were to live up- 
on it, in all their difficulties 3 The 
Lord abundant in goodneſs, 'and mer- 
cy, and truth, &c. And when Judah 
was going into caprryRys the 'Lord 
offers himſelf to them by this Name 
if they would turn unto him, and 
commands Jeremiah to proclaim it, 
as It was proclaimed before 7oſes, 
Jer. 3. 12. Go and-proclaim theſe 
words towards the North, - and [ay,Re- 
turn thou back-ſliding Ifrael, ſaith the 
Lord, and T will not cauſe my anger 
to come uþon you, (or to ſettle upen 
you, ) for TI am merciful, &c. A 
heart-breaking word.if that people 
had hearkened to1t.'- wn 
To this Name of 'the Lord do his 
people retire for ſhelter and: re- 
fuge in an evil day, \though they 
have ſinned againſt him ; we have 
ſinned, yet the Lord is infinitely 
good, and therefore ready to for- 


B 3 give, 
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gives Who is. like nnto him, 4 God 
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ties, verſe 24. yet I ever I am be 
that blotteth. out. thy tranſgreſſrons 
for ' mine 'ownt ſake, and will not re- 
member thy. ſins, ſee chapter 24. 
22s, ſee Jeremiah . 33. 5, 6, 7» Behold 
I will bring #t. health and cure, and 
Twill cure'thert, (though a wound- 
ed, broken, ſcattered people) and 
will reveal;unto them the abundance 
of: peace and tyuth, and verle 8. 1 
will cleanſe. them from all the ini- 
quity whereby they have . ſinned a- 
gainſt me, and I will pardon all their 
iniquity, whereby they have ſened 
| against 


(15) 
againſt me, and ahereby they have 
tranſgreſied againſt me; though: 4- 
gainſt\me, (thrice repeated) againſt 
all my kindneſſe to them, and my 
often Salvation of them, yet I will 
cleanfe them, and though they are 
become /a' reproach to all Nations, 
yet it ſhall be tome 7 Name of joy, 
4 praiſe and honour, before all the 
Nations of the Earth, See Jeremiah 
5I. 5. for Iſrael bath aot been for- 
ſaken, nor Judah of his God, of the 
Lord of boſts, though their land was 
filled with ſim againſt the holy One of 
Iſrael. Underthele wings of grace. 
thus ſpread forth in pretious pro- 
miſes, do a poor, linfull, broken 
people ſhelter themſelves, in hxnz- 


' blize and#urning to the Lord, and 


they are ſafe, this being the great 
cn of God they fly to, 
and take hold of in all their f1as and 


dilſtreſles. 


| Secondly, the People of God re- 
tire into the Name of his Almighti- 
: mes 


— _ * _ 
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(16) 
neſs, Pſal. gt. T1. He that dwelleth 
ii the ſecret place of the moſt Hieh, 
ſhall-abide, (or lodg as-in a houſe 
of defence) under the ſhadow of the 
Almighty, &c. As a God infinite- 
ly able to preſerve and keep ſafe all 
the concernments of ſox! and /:fe, 
that his people commit to him, a» 
ble to ſave 77, and ozt of all diſtreſ- 
ſes, from every ſnare of the De- 
vil, from the wrath of man, as 
Paul, 2 Timothy 1. 12. For I know 
when T have believed, and'am'per- 
ſwaded that: he: 3s Able fo keep what 
1 have committed to him, 8c 
Thirdly,” The Name of the Lords 
Everlaſtingneſi, ſameneſs, 'utrchange- 
ablencſs, 1s a Refuge to retire to; 
Abraham called oz the Nayne 'of the 
Lord, the Everlaſting God, Geneſis 
the 21. the laſt verſe. So the Lord 
comforteth his people, 'Eſay 49.28. 
Haſt thou not known, haſt- thou" not 
heard, that the Everlaſting God, the 
Lord, the Creator of the Ends of the 
| Earth, 


mn 
Earth," fainteth not, neither is weary, 
&c.- So the People of God in 
their Plea, Eſay 63.16. Thy name 
is from Everlaſting, &c. And Pſa]. 


102. Where 1s ſet forth a day of 


ſore- indignation and diſtreſle, as 
verſe 10. Thou haſt lifted us up, and 
caſt #5 down, &c. What 1s their 
ſtay.and Refuge in ſuch a caſe, why 
this, verſe 12. But thou, oh Jeho- 
vah ſhalt endure for ever. And ver. 
27. But thou art the ſame, &c. \And 
though wee periſh . thou art the 
ſame; Thou art the ſame 'in thy 
Covenant , mercy 1s from ' everla- 
ſting and to everlaſting, &c. ' The 
ſame in goodneſs,” pity, and wiſdom, 
and 'power, 'the faithful God , that 
keepeſt Covenant and Mercy for e- 
ver;-as good" toi ſave as ever thou 
waſt, and as able'to fave; ſo hee 
ſtrengthens and*comforts his Peo- 
ple with the diſcovery of his Name, 
Mallachi 3.6, For T amthe Lord, I 
change not, therefore ye ſons of Ja- 

cob 
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18 
cob are n0t conf; 7 Let the ſtate 
of the: people of God be what it 
will, there is ſupport in this, Thox 
Lord art ſtill the ſame 5 we- have 
known what thou haſt been to thy 
people in dayes of old, and what 
thou haſt done for them; Oh, where 
arethy- former loving kindneſſes, &C. 
The Covenant of God with his peo- 
le 1s, built as upon two Pillars, 


Mercy and Faithfulneſs, Pſal. 89. 2. 


For I have ſaid, Mercy ſball be built 
up for ever, thy faithfulneſs ſhalt thou 
eftabliſh in the very Heavens z 1 have 
made-a Covenant with my choſen, &c. 
Under theſe two doth David ſhel- 
ter, as the Wings of the Cherubims, 
57. I, 2«: God ſhall ſend forth his 
Mercy and Truth, and ball ſave me, 
eHercy to pitty and forgive, Faith- 
Ffalneſs to fulfil his Word , here is 
a fate ſhelter for Saints; in every 
, fſtrait David, and other of the peo- 


ple of God, .get under theſe Wings 


of God, andare at peace; David 
near 


© $89 
near-twenty times in the Pſalms is 
putting theſe two together., thy 
Mercy and thy Truth thalk prevent 
me, and in them I truſt. If all 
the Mercy of God , and-all the 


Truth and Faithfulneſs: of God 


be. my. portion, \what need | fear ? 
here is ſweet-and ſafe retirement 
for Saints in an evil day, 
But how do poor Souls zetire in- 
to this Bleſſed;,Name of God, .'a 
Merciful,. Almighty , Unchangea- 
ble God, asa Rock for them. 
t,. By ſeeing thorough the Light 
of the Spirit;the Emptinefsand Va- 
nity of. all. other ;refuges;; that no- 
thing. below an;nnchangeable God 
of all Grace, .through Jefus Chriſt, 
can be a refige for a Naked and 
Forlorne Soul, :in Pſalm 62. David 
mentions two things, which: the 
heart -18 apt tomake a refuge; Mer 
and Riches, verſe. 9, 10. of both theſe 


he ſaith, they are a lie, and varity; 


And, 


p_ —_ — —_— CI a <- — _— 
vane ye es WEE NE. * 


8. Ee 
And, if riches increaſe, ſet not your 
heart upon them; do not think them 
a meet refuge for you in any day, 
ſpecially a day of diſtreſs 5 if nei- 
ther the ſors of men nor riches be a 
ſhelter, then, i God, ſaith David, 
3s my Salvation and my Glory, therock 
of my ſtrength and my refuge is in 
God; Yea, He ozely'is my.Rock, v. 
6. ſeePſal. 142.4, 5. T looked, &c. 
©. 4... And what did he ſee > Why, 
Refuge failed him, every refuge was 
too low; too-ſhort, too weak, to 
ſhelter him, here 'was conviction 
of nothing but emptyneſs in them, 
vanityupon them all 5 What then ? 
why, verſe 5. T''ſaid, Thou art my 
refuge, and my portion, there is that 
in Jeſus Chriſt to exſafe me and ſa- 
tisfie me ('the two great ends to 


which the ſoul moves in all its de- 


ſires) now I have them' not in Crea- 
tures, they can't be a refuge, not 
a portion , but God in Chriſt-is 

both. 


(21) 
both, is 411, This is a comuiFion we 
ſhould paſs underevery day; 
2... We retire into; this Bleſſed 
Name of the Lord, by Faith; He js 
a Rock,, Pſalm: 62. the Rock; of 4-- 
ger, 'or the Everlaſting Rock, no- 
thing below himfelf is ſo ; - Faith 
ſees him ſo, as a ſinking man in the 
Waters fees a Rock,” and makes to 
it, and ſees him ozely, he ozely is my 
Rock 3 Now heres the -enſafeing 
AG& of Faith, it can lay up all con- 
cernments of Soul and Life, with 
an unchangeable God: ; herelT ad- 
here, faſten, cleave 3 Oh, O that 
Bleſſed Glorious Name, a Gracious, 
Almighty or All-ſufffcient, and. 
Unchangeable Saviour, in the day 
of my trouble. 0h ſet me on this 
Rock , that is higher then 7, Pſal. 
61.2. Then let Waves and Bil- 
lows beat againſt me, they may 
break themſelves, but ſhall' never 
break the Rock; I ſhall not be mo- 
| ved, 
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(22) 
ved, Pſal.” 62. Thats the ſtability 
faith givesithe Soxl, let Sins, Temp- 
tations, Troubles; . beat againſt 
me , Iſhall not be moved ; -thus 
Faith can triumph at all times. Truſt 
in him'at all ties; God is 'a' refuge 
for us ; :In. fhaking times , 1n 'dy- 
ing times, all:1s:{afe with him, yea 
when: the Heart--75 overwhelmed 
and defolaje, Faiththus rehevesand 
fetcheth-up the Heart in all its fink- 
ings; let the Soulſee a ſtorm com- 
Ing,” away it haſtens' mtv 1ts Re- 
fuge,into theChambers of ſtrength, 
and fhats its door, till it be .over- 


paſt. © 


Becauſe this is 'the Work: :of 
Saints, and rhe call of the Lord to 
them at this day z Confider ita lit- 
tle further. . E es 


Firſt, Jeſus Chriſt preſents him- 


ſelf to a poor ſoul as an oper refuge, | 


let 


(23) 


let the fin, burden, diſtreſs, in- 


ward 'or outward be what it will, 
this door of Grace ſtands open,the 
ſinners of the World paſs by it, and 
will not enter ( the more their mi- 
ſery) but poor ſouls that are bea- 
ten out of one hold, after another 
and ſee at laſt this door of hope o- 
pened, in the valley of Darkneſs 
and Fears runs into it 3 unbehef 
would draw the Soul back, $Satar 
would ſhut the Door againſt it, but 
the ſoul ventures ( and venture it 
muſt or fink and periſh)and gets in- 
to Chriſt, and he holds out a hand. 
and bears it up, opensBlood, and 
Righteouſneſs, and Grace,and bids 
the ſoul-make uſe of it 5 and here 
the Soul retires every day, under 
this ſhelter tis driven, 'and it can be 
quiet and ſafe no where elſe, if the 
heart be'ſtealing out elſe where, to 
other ſhelters inthe World, or of 


Tits own, Satans World and Conſci- 


cnce 
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24..) 
ence ſet upon it 5 And the Soul flies 
back, and gets into its ſtrong held 
again-z3- No living ſafely elſe where; 
\Now Jeſus Chriſt is an oper refuge, ; 
' In every precious word of .. free 
Grace, Eſay 55. 1. Rev. 21. 6.22. ſj 
17. &c.. which words Believers ſee ſf; 
as a bleſſed fafe Retirement, when 
they are ftormd out of every thing 
elſe, and evidences are bemilſt- 


ed. 


Secondly, Jeſus Chriſt preſents 


himſelf a ſure refuge for Souls to 
Retireinto 3 He ſprinkles blood, 
caſts a Mantle of Righteouſneſle, a 
Mantle of Love, and Grace, -and 
Power, over the.ſoul that gets-into 
him, and who then can harm it? lh, 
_ Guilt, and Sorrows, and Tempta- ſore 
tions, and Preſſures, can follow 
the ſoul to the; Door, but cannot 
enter with it; Hef near that ju/ti- ſhe 
feth, whothen ſhall contend ?  Elay 


CO. &, 
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the ſoul.is not alwayes appreber- 


(2 
0.8. there is ſafety, Tis true, 


ive of its own ſafety 7 but hath 


ts fits of Fears and Miſ-givings, 
through Temptation, and: Haþe- 
- Wie: as in Davids Caſe (and:thark 
it): Pſal<31 22s For I: faid ir mp 
haſt, Tam crtoff from. before thing 
eyes , .Nevertheleſle thou heardeſt 
thevaice of my 


plication when 1 
orjed unto thee, here was ſad Ap- 
prehenſion, ;»— 7 am cut” off, 
(though he had words of Promiſe 
to the contrary) but. yet he cry- 
ed to the Lord in-.that diſtemper, 
but-what, did:the.Lord caſt.him 
off, becauſe of that mixture. of 

unbtlief 2 No ,. zevertheleſſe he 


” 
. 


' Shegrd-and faved him; a Caſe of 
- Ygreat relief for Dark, Doubting 


Sonals. '- So that-Jeſus Chriſt is a 
ſafe, . favs , : ſtrong;  impregnable 


- | ibelter, allthe World can't get 


a ſoul out of it;all is ſafe there. 
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| (26) 
-ObJ;" But" may not my life go Yor 


;;for allthis's © © 


- Auſwer,' That which is" in- 
_ deedithy' life, the life of thy ſoul, 
the''unmortab life!, that 1s. moſt 
ſafe. hid (or taid W211 Chrif\ 71 
God;: Col: 3: 3. \Beeniſe T live, you 
| ſhall live alſo, John 14. your lite 
is as ſafe-as my life, tis bound up 
with:my own; yea tis the-ſame 
with-my own, the life I live, 1 
Hive in you. - As Chriſt lives in 
the Father , fo Believers live :in 
him, \and-have'their life fed in 
Him ,''andfromhim , and there- 
fore they ſhall zevey die, but have 


Eternal Life 3' What more?/Fhenf 


. toilive for everzand ſo to live for 
ever; as-Chrilt: himſelf lives, 
_ Tarely:thats a Bleſſed, Safe, .and 
Glorious Lite 3 <This* is: your 
Lifee>:5-1 4 Hee $51 Foc! 
I But 


. C27) 


'  Butſecondly, . IF Jeſus Chriſt 
will-»ſe thy natural life in all the 
concertiments of it; © 'who ſhall 
reach'thy life > Not the World, 
not all the Perſecutions of it, no 
nor ' thy . #berty neither 53 Jeſus 
Chriſt hath charged himſelf with 
both, and all the intereſts of thy 
life, he will order thy race, and 
every{tep: thereof, ' to \that end 
in which he will moſt be gloriti- 
ed in thee,. and thereſore be purt- 
ting it by faith into his hand eve- 
ry. _- 3 \and ſay as:Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf did, in the intereſt of his 
life ,' Father Glorifie #by' Name , 
Johz 12..29- This was whenour 
Dear Saviour (as amman) was fo- 
licitous about þis life , and bi 
ſontwas troublgd, and” cries, ſave 
me from this hour, verl. 27. but 
yet bows to the Will of his Fa- 
ther, Olorifie thy Nan:. 4 

qo) C 2 No 


W 29 ) 
\ No man ſhall touch thy life, ; 
| ; till thou-fhalt1ſay, I. have finiſhed || 
WM \ the Work. that my Father gave. me || 7 
F| \ jo db. bee I7e qe So.-that Jeſus 
j Chriſt hath charged himſelfwith | 
the careof thy life, liberty and || t 
all-the intereſts. thereof, as: well || 2 


4 
y as with the: pretious life iof thy || c 


/ | pins = wry wn y- life, 
bY is the ſavinyand !frding of :it, as ff - 
F/ Ae Erertats' rhe death of thy || 1 
natural- life; makesway forthe | V 
Trne.," Spiritual; TIrtmortal , Glow || 2 
oxs life, "Pheeutting off: thismos || © 
mentary life, iflues -in a higher | $ 
and -more-excellent life,. lothac {| # 
there canibeno miſs:obi1t;;; faich | + 
ſees; a lifeinideath, :anitt thar-by Þ » 
it Mortaltty/ts:\wallowed up:of || ” 
life; ThusFeſus Chriſt is aſhelter | 7: 
eothyTife (77 <3 07 who! 257 | © 


And ſo. Thave opened how 


(29), 

Teſms Chri F Ca 11s his Saints to re- 
tire into 1f,' by wy of ſafe 
ty and prote®ion. TN 


Secondly; Chris? ally his own 
to retire 1nt6 a. more ixtimate com- 
#1u:ion with him, in a time of in- 
C——_ "when ſtorms are _ 


. Thefecond Thing. 
«This call of Jeſus chriſt 


ha a more. 2ut7,ate Communion 
with him, ſhould bleſſed ſouls 
attend toinſuch a days intothe 
Chambers , of his Prefences ſo 
Song of Solomon, ohap. 1.9. Draw 
me, we will run after #hee, the King 
hath brought me into his Chambers, 
we will be glad and rejoyce in thee, 


we: will remember thy love, more 


then Wine, the upright love thee 5 
there 1 is ſweet and intimate com- 


C 3 Now 
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- mow how doth the Lord bring: || P 
: _ - a foultoths?- -nvO3v;y 19 14 NF 


Anſwer, Yeſaws Chriſt ſhews || * 
himſelf tothe ſoul,” ina greater || © 
Beauty-and Glory, then a foul || ® 
had ſeen him befote, and thereby || 
Humbles, Empties, and Awakens, || © 
brings it lower, and:tobeviler in Sc 
its own eyes, takes down all the || * 
high thoughts and conceits of it || © 
ſelf, makesthe Soul know its owt1i A 
poverty, whereby it becomes lefs || 7* 
then the leaſt-of all 'Saints;; ren» | T 
ders pride, and-paſſion, | arid ſelf || ©: 
i(ſhneſs, and temerity, 'and\cenſo- E 
Tiouſneſs,and hypocrefie,withal | W 
Heſhly -corruptions; 'more abd- 
minable and loathſome, andthe || *| 
ſoul aþhors it ſelf in the duſt(too |j ih 
good for'it) &is burthened,and | ® 
groans under the prefſuresmenti- || ©? 
oned,cryes & mourns after, afur- || © 

ther 


{43T) 
ther chan being and adfjore 
retious ity to'* 

jarea out for th&Spirit', He 
neſs, for'Light and Strength; and 
cannot Iiveyithout them; .this 
x || is tlie way tomore/intimate com- 
11 | munion , here: 15-21 73fon: of the 
y Lord Jefus, Mgr Eg T 4p 

ty, and Glory, that renders: the 
1 | Soul thus ir Feel vile ivit:ſelf, 
\e | anddtaws outfucha panting: af- 
it || ter -bim 5. Then [it hath: further 
5 || Attractives of love, . -««« ##e will 
fo | rewembenthy love more then Wint:s 
a, | Then, how Free, how:Pretious, 
6 [| how Eternal, how Glocigubiarhe | 
+ | Eords loveto a worthlefs:wretch, 
14 | whoſe fin is worſe thenthe ſin of q 
5. | Devils Cforthey neverſinagainſt þ 
ze | this love. ).- Oh. that the -Lord 4 
o || ſhould not -onely: in 'pitty fave 
gd | me, but in love diefor me'5 who 
£5. | can reach or. anderſtand i it2 
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x (32) 
- Thug is Glory and Love. let in 
upon the ſoul 5 And then3he up- 
r:ght:love thee 3 Ol: that: I'might 
love the: Lord: uprightly 4 love 
hitm, andlove:him ws IE 
him for:humſelf; love! his Glon- 
es Perſon, . be enamoured with 
the _——_ _— Helo tht 
I might fee hts:Glary;' :and fore 
vtr.admire dots him'z clus 
| fauls,: when he pleaſeth thus to 
ſhetw himſelf, +: are tdkew' trto bÞ 
Baxngutting Honſe, and: his Banner 
over Fber.is lave.3 they retire into 
him,:-a1td:, fot #rder bis fhadow with 
great delight, and his Fruit is ſweet 
#6 #heer-taf, Song of: Solomon, 2. 
3, 4i_ -Dhis is pretious and. Hea- 
venlyemployment; in ſuch aday 
when the £Zadab: calls 'to Retire» 
ment, when the heat of che Sun 
begins throughly to. beat. againſt 
1t,and.the foul finds little ſhadow 
in the: World, then the ſhadow 


TW of 


' (33) 


in || of this: Rockin @ weary "lend (a 
wp- | Hand of fin and troubleY'is ſeet 
ht || ahd'pleſantretirementindeed. - 


ve | - The .effett of this ſpecial Re- 
ve || eirement mto the Chambers of out 
ri- | Lord Jeſus, under his (badow, is 
ich N fveer peace,” and reſt 'of mind 
zt | and ſpirit; when the-Waves and 
"S | Billows come againſt us,/a'blefſed p 
ms || fi1eſſe, acompoſed' acquieſcen- \ 
to | cy in the Lord;and a freee-reſign- C. | 
bz | ment to him, the allaying and 
zer || rebuking the: tumultuous work- F 
to || ings of our hearts, a'vaſting. our | j | 

ith || care upon the love, and care,and "R 
oct NE faithfulneſſe ofthe Lord in every 
2. || condition 4 » 7» the Multitnile of my 
ea- if thoughts -( ny careful thoughts ) 
ay | within me; +by* comforts delight 
re- | $Jout, erras ct yea'in' this 
un || bleited.Ketirement;' Tryes ot , 
oft | Return 4#to/ thy! Reſt,” oh my ſoul; 
Ow | Thon haſt been wandering after 
ow || other reſt , too too. much, but 
of | haſt 


(34) 
haſt not found where to potety 
feet, therefore now _ tot ay 
ſweet, ſafe, praper Reſt'; abide 
and dwell there, and thar for e 
ver. So the ſoul canin:ſome 


z0t 


or! 
ar 


meaſure; ſanctifie: the. Name. of F. 


the Lord,. by believing and truſt- 
ing on him,” and waiting for. him. Y 
making-Chriſt his Portion and E- 


ON 


_ 


verlaſting ſtrength, and doth' mſþ 
paticnonpafttle hWGe. 4 iv 


One word by. way. of: mare + porticut 


Ipplicntions 31897 


of 
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anc 
Lo! 


ſus Chriſt, \imto the chambers of; 
his Grace, |be.the great intereſt ſlrre: 


of ſouls:z;, What: a: caſe then are 
Ppgor-forlorne finnersin that have 
ng.ſhelter forfoul or life, or any fl. 
thing, . bat what the wide Worldf 
( as youſpeak ) can afford them, 


neh will not keep off a ſtorm, ſi 


not 


(35). | 
zot one drop $352 Wrath of the. 
\lmighty 2; Verily the Wrath of 
&jrealous God'is ready to come 
orth'- into: the? Nations : of the 
arth {after alitele ſtilneſs that 
hath, been upon ithem ]': who is 
uT-Kcoming - [and ſaints do-hear the 
m, Kounding:ob his feet] to tread up- 
E-Ibnthem in his wrath , an&'tram- 
le them in-his fury, E/ay 63. and 
then where will-alll/your ſhelters 
be 2: When it ſhall be ſaid to the 
ſcoffers at the report of his day, 
Behold you deſpiſers, and wonder . 
and periſþ., for the Anger of the 
Lord ſhall ſmoak againit you; Oh -_ 
awake and:tremble, .believe and 
tremble.,. and fee your confiden- 
cies to be lyingwanities, men and 
riches, and ftrength , are a'lye, 
and: they ſball not,: cannot fave 
you'in the day of the Lords in- 
dignation 5 Oh be convinced of 
it, ſee the Lord Jeſus, in his 
blood 


(34) 
block, .righteouſnelle, free pro-fſ d 
miſes of Grace; i2n\bpen | ta 
where -you-may flipand be ſafe [ce 
Oh ges thy polluted; guilty,” behan 
trayed ſoul,intotliy ſhelrer,noake eft 
haſt to: get thy ſont waſhed,: ju 
ſtified, ſandtifted, 'renewed in ne I, 
Blood and Spirit: of! the Lord:Je| 
fas, get the Mantleiof his. hy Ir 
teouſneſie over thee, and his ſpigay. 
Tit = uicken thee; or thou hall Zra« 
p_ rom the way without rex, 


med Jo: K« : TIE IL "oe 


24 'Doth Joſur Chrift call hich Me 
Saints into his. Chambers, to retire. 
with hith, and that for protedFionfpy 1 
and more. inthmate ComnunionJed. 
Oh Jet this be the #ord of the Lordfſtre 
to all the Lambs followers ; Nov 0 
Jeſws: Chrzfs hath for a MomentRefi 
withdrawn ,: is gow behind thqſnq: 
Clouds, cry, draw us, and we willpoy, 
run after thee. © : loo! 

Now 


. (37) 5 
Now know and ſee more Expe- 
mentally, that Namethbatis in- 
deed a || Tower, that cove-. 
nanting Name that hath been ſet 
before you, The Lord gracious and 
Bbundant in goodneſſe ; let thy ſoul 
C ay, This ismy Rock, a Grarious, 
Almichty,tmantable God :inChriſt 
pvd'the ſame yeſterday, ' and to 
lay, for. ever,” unchangeable in 
race, Goodneſs, Wiſdom, Pow- 
r, Love, andthat becauſe of a 
>  Foverant built upon the Pillars of 
Wtercy and faithfulneſſe that are 
 hihrever's This 1s my Houſe of De- 
r{tnce, herew1ll I dwell 5 This is 
oafny Rock, and 'T ſhall not be mo- 
ned; Here is your life, your 

rillltre , Yourtafety, your all. 
Oh fee That an £4 and ſure 
tefuge Jeſus Chriſt 'is, your ſins 
Sndgwilt icantiot enter in with 
MFou, but you leave them at the 
door, ſay, Ah Lord, ſpread the 


Man- 


« 39 

blood, righteoutnelle, roo 1 
mifes of: Grace, 'an'bpen in 
where ;you-may flyand be ſafe Kher 
Oh get thy polluted; guilty, beſhar 
trayed ſoul, intotliy ſhelter, makeef 
haſt to get thy ſoul; waſhed,: juſhiy 
ſtified, ſanCtifted, renewed in the F 
Blood and Spirit: of the: Lord:Je: 
ſow, get the Mande'of his wh 
teouſneſit over thee, and his fpi 5 

rit to. quicken thee; -or thou ſhalt 
periſh rom the —y without reFr, 
IRedys. E* 3 - Rto9 [buy 


- 'Doth "fur. Chr:it call hi je 
Saints into. his Chambers, to retir: 
with hith, and that for proted#ony _ 
and more. intimate ComnunionJed 
Oh tet this be the Word of the Loritre 
to all the Lambs followers 5 Now 
Feſus: Chrifs hath for a Momenſef 
withdrawn ,; is gon behind thing 
Clouds; cry, draw as, and we will ou 
run after thees © | loo 


Now 
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Yo] Now know and ſee more Expe- 
te imentally, that Namethatis in- 
ate Feed a Tower, that cove-. 
| beſhanting Name that hath been ſet 
nkeefore you, The Lord gracious and 
© Juhbundant in goodneſſe 3 let thy ſoul 
1% LOCay, Thisi ismy Rock, a Grarious, 
wobty, Imantable GodinChriſt 
BE Jthe ſame yeſterday, ' and to 
ſay, for ever,” unchangeable in 
race, Goodneſs, Wiſdom, Pow- 
7 re | Love, and that becauſe of a 
Ervorant built upon the Pillars of 
ercy and faithfulneſs that are 
[Ei rever This ismy Hoyſe of De- 
retire woe, herewUll I well 5 This is 
io 7 Rock, and ſhall not be mo- 
- Wed -z Here 1s your life, your 
ty your tafety, your all. 
Non 'Oh fee Tekin an oper and ſure 
menKefuge Jeſus Chrift is, your fins 
| thnd guilt :cantiot enter in with 
e with ou, but you leave them ar the 
loor,, ſay, Ah Lord, ſpread the 


Now Man- 
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Magitle of thy Riahccouſneds ON Z 
ver me, let thy banner over mg} v 
be love,and whatever the ſtorny th 
be, I ſhall be ſafe; in the heat offf tl 
'the day., under the ſhadoaw'off 
this Rock, will Efit;' piit-mdl 8 
under unchangeable 'love an 
grace, 'and Lord I ſhall be fafe 
ſay of him, Thou ezelz. ſhalt:be: 
my portion and my-refuge; int 
thy Chambers, Oh Lord, Lentet 
(draw me into them) under thy a 
wings will I make my Refuge 
till the 1ndignation be over paſth 1 

Oh accept me, heal; me, holc 
me'to' thy. ſelf, keep me, hidg| 
me in thy Chambers of Grace ty 
watch over me- night and:day{ wi 
Yea, Lord, lead me intq-a nearf} in 
er Communion with' thee; ſhewf Le 
me thy Holinefſe and thyGlory] Ye 
that L.may be yet more vite inf th 
_ my ownlight before thee. Al th: 
hymble me',- empty me of allf th 

HA cis ney 


(39) 
e © nckifafiurms. new tfrathe me, 
> wel with ſeven: times more holineſſe 
ormll then before 5; Confor m | me ro 
2t: offf thy ſelf -ro purpole, and for e- 
xofff yer Commune with me,'Reckon 
-- md me, my dearLord, as thy Friend 
ang] and Companion, as thy-ſweet ac- 
afeÞ quaintince; Oh take my heart, 
bed fill me with love, : and let us ne- 
inte} ver, never part any. more 3 Oh 
nteffl thus ſhould be the breathings 
s and pangs of our ſouls after our 
Lord Jeſus in ſuch a'day. This 
1sto enter into his Chambersin- 
to his Reſt. 

id: Thirdly, As to outward ſafe- 
ty, Enter into his Chambers, ſay 
with David, Thou ſhalt bz4e me 
in the Secret of thy preſence; 
1 Lord;Thou art my hiding place, 
ory Yea Lord, let all- thy People be 
thy hidden: oness Call them into 
thy Chambers, hide them from 
the'iprideand rage of man. oo 
DOE ne 


= Fg 

the Lord; It may beyout ſhall be 

hid in the day of the Lords ans 
ger, Zepb« 2+ 3- youthaveat leaſt: 

an It tray be, for it 5: Who knows: fb; 
eth butthe Lord will hide, wans || 
derfylly:(for ſoit muſtbe)and 
keep this :Gezyration of -his peos þþ 
ple, though' they dwell -in the ſc 
fire z wonderful it is ito: ſee the Þ.,, 
No burning, and yet not conſu- 
med. - © OOITE 3 figs 'F, 

- TheLord bath glorioully tri» Ih; 
umphed in the death of fomenpf 
his Witneſſes , i who by dying 
have overcome (mare. than by 
ſignal battels in the field) and it ftyy, 
may be hath ſome. more to: 
ſet ro their Seal the ſame way, ſl © 
but this Generation of mdopia 7 
ſhall enter their Chambers, and þþ,;. * 
{hall yetbe- further bid, till che, ; 
Lord cotne out of his place, and t#,.; 
the eartli di{clole ker blovd.. As :05 
I have believed, ſohave Ifpo-|  * 
ken. Bleſfed'"5 


+ & 


2 , -,.. __ - EE A 
: Bleſſedbe the re a. who remems: 
e Br his:pegple .in.theſe poor Nati- 
nw Hons ; .and will 308 caſt. them off : For 
han Lard..wilt: bleſs: the righteous, 
with favour. wilt thou compais them 
25 with a ſhield : Thou art good, 
and: ready, tO: forgiye, and, thou wile 
| orgive the fp of thy. people, (though 
hey. haye been a rebellious Sced)be- 
auſe they be thy; people z., and thy: 

ame is.in them,. and thy greatglory 
:conferted upon them ;; for the nee- 
dy ſhall not alwayes be forgotten, nor 

all cheexpeRartion: of the poor. fail 
rom-before rhees. And thus much of 
he, firſt, þranch. of, the Propoſitions 
Ne now come. to the lecond thing, 
Ia. - TS $3.3 Fo ; 


The. Lord Jeſu Chriſt ſometimes. calls 
bus Saints 10 Lie mg from : publikg 
Se wices, and. publike A dminiſe ranns 
£11 TRIER IEEE 
FH (+ 1140400: 94:3 f tool; 3517 ©; 2: \ 
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FRG (42) __ wi 
We would prove thisg and when 
the Lord ſo. calls, and wy he calls 
chem to ſuch a retirement. _ 
The rwo great inftances of the Old 
and New: Teſfanient, do confirm 
th $, 

' 2, Thar of the pebple of God in 
B4/.ylon, where the r1emna#t of the bei 
people were cafryed, according to 
the Word of the Lord to them by 
Feremiah, andthere the Lord prom 
ſeth tobe a little Sartfuary to them, 
Ezek. 1f. 13. but there they had no 
Tempe nor Sacrifices while xt&y were 
in their captivity , but were to live 
m rhe Faith of rheir 'return from the 
Captivity ,' whetthe Temple ſhould 
be built again; and they were to 
humble themſelves to the Lord, and 
_ rocty to him till i were accompliſh: 
So thar here the Lord in that day 
of diſtreſs, ptomiſerh .co"'take carc 
of the Remnant, Ezck. 11.13, atcor- 
ding/to the plea of the Ep9cs, 4 
!ON6 


pay. © =, oo tp. ev wo GS 


ſhip, pe all 


os 


ff (45) 

Lord God: > wilt thow'muke cafal ava bo 
the Remnant of Iſrael; And the Lord 
promiſeth to reſtore. them , to bring 
them back'to rheir Land, and to'give 
them his'Ordinances 4s in the da 
paſt: Yerduring their captivity, t they 
were deprived of all poſitive wor= 
publice Adminiftrati ti 
onS, bar lived in. the Faſth of their 
returty,; aceording ' to: the VWord of 
Lord by his Prophets to ther,” 


CO1E-( if 3 þ 4 


F So i in a New-Teſtament Sinks, 


dating; the Captivity of -the'erue 
Worfl rs and Wienefles | of Je> 
ſus. Chriſt under'the. Myſtical | 34454 
lox ;' The'true Church is calld- in« 
to- the Wilderneſs, where ſhe bath 4 
repared of God ,* where ſhe 
G- fed, Rev. 12:6. where ſhe 
lieth hid: And though. -there-is a 
Hans le meaſured; Rey, 1 1x, Jet 'tisas 
j till' at the pouring our of- 

the " ls ,* 9. _ FOE” is Pew. 
eV. 


EE 1296} _ 
"Rev Se 5 vi Bubngtpedially: towards 


the zen of- abe \Reealts. reign. when 
tha VVicpe&4:baveprophetied more 
.OpE ry 1nd; have. frujſhed:' 8'Tc ft emo - 
4: k6 all:the Qibces of iJahus: Chriſt, 
ev ovcy.. Sainrs//and . Nations, rhe 
Nawnhs that, are found in:yhe-Spi- 
ris:ipf the Beaſts :moke :wan pgainſt 
thegss'/and. flay: themns Sbar, iss/ lay 
their, Feſtimgny:dead x 85/if-che cf 
fe&s of it ſhould never appear: All 
ÞPublife - Prophefying "= At { publike 
Adminiſtrations; Ts -Wosſhips:are 
cut aff , and laid, idead-c(1 neren 
the: laſt flaying;:of; the Aithcfles 
datty.fpecially, conſift );yer-che main 
body. and generation. of \.the Sgims 


pxelarved; bus fa', as they aretngll- 


reſpe&s.s,civher Givit. or-Eccdeſia, 
ſticals -£Rll d off: ronT. the \,publike | 


'Stagez ip &7et(7<@,60pdnion gr, ang.do 
lyeas: dead -men,Gonely [they are not 


burjeds burarss, 853k weres dtiht kept 
"A ; VE 


& -< 4 


. above |; 


« 


( 

a Bone geonnd 9: v k+ 
from God anrer! 1 ifitg' offr:*'$ 
the Text'y when! the'People” of: ole 
are called? ' into "thei i 
ſaid, inthe 94h. verſCpPrhe 2 
of /ſaty;) Thy "dead fhau 
Poe: [ohifphoiſetr cop gtivit , the b; 
as dead inehi;/- « p. =O 

$0 Waſe#6; 1,2. Wir ſedi 
voila ded 1 their bapdtiHi Pr 
Biyeavdewt: cer 1ojer hi 


Y \-21 ge them]: . mL 
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Butnaghs vateiculertes "Whey hp \ 


| the Lord call them thus ro” 
oy 12 on ow off froga rhe poof 
. Rage (ant $ theni Wfter ty 
ea I 
; 15 AF: 411 Mott 213019D 
\£; Incdhidicaſe of thexcitt, 94hth] 
I -= man ic kindled againſt 1h, 
enthe Nations and peopleamong 
hog = ne ati a Os 
BE a9 Rag” HEY Vf" 224 


D 3 ory 


9m, Let be: F be deb 
wpon. Ziep, Micah the 4th. & 7 the 
21th. .Verſe.. Then he knoweth how 
to bide. his people as in his! Pawillion; 


then ſhall they þe. his biddes ones; 


Pſal. $3, So. 4h hid the ſeven thom 
ſand = Samaria > .thar digd:not bow 
the knee ro Baa!l, 'whom.-;the text 
ſaith, He reſerped #0- himſelf, Row. 
the 11h, chap. ver. 4+ And yet that 
cople, ar thar day, .wero under 
[- obligation of Worſhip ar:>the 
m_ at Hieyuſatem ; but God did 
dulgc them, as Fw ome bbc 
hewed D... 24t 6 


"$0 c as hath been, | itned) the 
Lord bides the Woman in; the: wil 
derneſs from the Wrath of the 


he who 'caſts a. _—_ aker 


ET, q \ : "k \ $ \. 


adh; » Jeſus Chrif kh tus aw 
ple to QrEUretmenty : when the 77eſervs 


46) 
5 #nd let guy eye bok | 


chem | 


_ them for a EQL of Mercy and 


reater. Service, and a more pure 
Reformation » when hee thus layes 
them dead in order to a more glo- 
rious reſurreRion. & in ſeverall 
za have they been wonderfully 
ept under the vaticty of the Lord's 
Diſpenſarions to them; as in Egypt, 
and David, and the remnant of ]u- 
dab that adhered ro them: Many 
inſtances might | be giyen, 


34h, Tne Lamb calls to rettre- 
ment when he hath becn contefli-g 
with the Spirit of the Beaſt in any 
of the Nations, by the caled, and 


faithful, and choſen, Rev, 17, 14. 


When he hath ſer on foot kis con- 
trroverfie with any of the Horns, 
and hath cyercome them , hath of- 
ten carried it againſt him, yer hee 
ſuffers his Enemies to ratly again, 
and his own followers are ſcattered; 


when he ſeems to turn aſide from 


D 4 the. 


M5 4Þ ) 
the purſuit » to Uribd of the Briok in 
the nay, ( as it were) to' refreſh 
himſelfe, and then makes a ſhor! 

þ tary tO the Prey again , Pſalm 110, 
\ Þ} Verſe the laſt , that hee may gather 
[1 his Enemies as ſheaues . into his floor, 

| Micah 4.12, 13.and will make the 
1 Horn of the Davghter of Zn as 
Iron, to threſÞ them in ſuch 'a day, 
4 The Zamb withdraws and: retires, 
1 and calls his Saints to retire” with 
- him: And this is to follow the 


i: Lamb wh:reſ ever be gotth, Revel, 14, 
[0 to go as he goeth, and to'\retire/as 
| he retires, and not to run ont with. 
our 'him , upon any account what 
{oever, © In'{ach a ſeafon the Lamb 
doth #ndulge them , nay call: 31tm off 
from their-publike: Adminiſtrations 
and Services, 'and bw rat Gehl} 
and they areto wait tilF rhe Cloud 
appear and 'pgoe 'before' them, in 
which they can ſce rhe Preſekce of 
the Lamb, and Fare - his - Voice 
"7 calling 


of rhar- gfb. of 


fad) 
calling [them weir? =: 2 3:29 
«{ - 43hly , The: Lord: ( av'it fol- 
lows from the former, calls them 
to retirement." when hereby he 


-will ft 'and' ſeparate a pedletrion 
to fofow hin ichis nexc 'appea® 


Ting, when ' hee 'wilk prepare 
them inthe fire, nefictann,. 
and zry rhem, Jer. 9 9, 7, *I will 
*melt them, and - try: them ;"tor 
*how-ſhall I do' for the [Daugh- 
*rer of my people > Then he will 
£c:ſt our: the treacherous dealers 
*frot >mong them, as Vetle4. 
Jeremiah, '©Take 
© heed' every one- of" his, Neigh- 


<bour, and truſt ye nor-in*any 
©Brothers for'every Brother Wal 


_lupplaor, ©. Aud they wilfde- 
© cive Every - Ae. his Brorher, 
< and will not {peak the truth,” ver, 


5. Now God will diſcover rand 


caſt our ſuch a mixtere and [p;- 
Cl . from among his* peoples 1 in 
= on the 


"Is 


1 = day that he if melt them, and 


them , \" T7. and Ezek. 22, 18, 


Os TT OLIDS 
-: When the Lord is doing this 
work, by letring qur rhe wrath of 
manupon them he then calls rhem 
4 ro retirement. - | 
4 + 2, Why doth the Lord thus call 
them 2 Ge, i ED 
Wl - : T. The Loyd calls his peoplein- || '; 
4! to their Chambeys.y into a retired 1 
[8 condition , to- expreſs his tenden- || | 
neſs of them, as he calls them the 
Appleof bis Eye, Zach.2.8, Hethat || | 
i 


 Bucheth you , toucheth the Apple of 
mine ze, &c. Keep meds the Apple 
. of thine eye, Pſal,17. and his pecu- 
” liar Treaſ, wre, Exod.tg.5.Pſal.135. { 
- 4. Such a day is aday'of maring up 
I. bu jewels, Mal.3.17. referring roa , | ; 
day of retirement, when the wick-. | | 
edwereſctup, vis, thenwhen he 
. makes them up, he not onely purt- 
pexthem , and puts a luſtre upon 
© . them, 


EE [, __ ZH 
chem -bue FI them a5 4 Father 
ſpartvbss Sor , and doth not ſpend 
them, but rarely, upon the rage of: 
meth, 69 (19757 7 pr 24k 


- -2, The Lord' thus takes them 
into his Chambers, that the 'g/ory 
of bes Power may be {een in reſtrain > 
ing the wrath of man, and caufing 
ir,.co praiſe him, -thac his people 
ſhould be 'in the waters, and nor 
be overwhelmed; and in the fire; 
8 not he conſumed;;his is becauſe 
che Lord is with them, becauſe be is 
the Lord their God , the holy One of. 
1ſr acl, their $aUtour » Ilas 43.25 35 
That the Enemies ' of : his Peoes 
ple ſhould hot be able ro a& 
their: own counſels, nor to: exe- 
cure: their own rage, by a migh- 
ty hand of. God reftrkining- This 
is, and ſhould be marvellous in the 
eyes of his-people, ' oP 


© +4 . 


3. The 


gdh . The > +. OY toretires 
ment, when thegenerationof*the 
ungodly and oppreflors are #!per- 
ing fe for wrath ; then doth the Lord 
571 his people i in the ſecrer of his 
Preſence; ſo: Pſali.91,* which is a 
wond holding -.onr:the Lord's\/4- 
ding df his: ptoples/as hark beet 
inks; {$0 {ce:vcrle 8, p. Onely 
ut - « with thine eyes ſhalr choubehold, 
" © andſee the reward'of the avers;) 
P * #6. Thou ſhalr-rread upon the 
| < Lyowand Adder, theyouugpLy- 
#/ Fws | And the Duagon mans _ 
Wo © rrample-under foot ; + v.13. w 
TI the People '6f- (Gods will det 4 
chroughthe lighi::ofi the:gpigiriifi 
the Word',. the Marks: andiChas' || © 
7 raters of a gentration:of God's || *: 
Wrath, whict imthis place I ſteal || * 
not \infiſt ON, - They are __ ax {4 
theſe: .; & 
* *\Whena venetation ala men do 
*mrſe then their Fathers, Jer, 7.23. |: 
> and 


” 2 
ww 


(53). 
*and:: chap, I6,:12, x3, [Ne bave 


© dame worſe than your  Fathens., for 
cbeholdye walk every One accor- 
* ding: to the imagination of his e- 
vil heart; 6, therefore will 1 caſt 

* youout of this Land, Fc. And 


©thisipa Land of Fifiozs, and afrer 


* the hand of God bath been emi- 
f nently lifred- up againſt hem, 
© Whena people returh.to Idola- 
*try., and Anrnichriſtian abomuina} 

*riohs, when Jeſus Chriſt, harh 

tn to reforma Nation ; a6: in 
© the dayes of  Hanafſeh; VV hen 
<ſucha generatian'do. declareitheir 
© a d6i8odom, 112.5, VV hen abort» 
© nableuncleanneſs;, 'exceisand ri- 
© or; and all. manner. of. villany is 
{ated asat ordiyyVihethey 
perſecute the Prophets) and Mei - 
f rapena of the Lord, that: they 
5 may nor ſpeak:.ynto the people, 
* 2 Chron. 36. 15 But take away the 
© Key Komladge, Luke x py _ 
| at 


5 Sp y . 8 » 
TH bs 7 
a —_ 2s . 


ar #Þ 
4 +4 
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Mat.2 3. forvidadag the ſervatits of 
5 Chriſt ro ſpeak #ntothe people, thae 
£ they may fil up their ſin alwayes, 
© and wrath come upon then to the ut- 
F moſt x ThefT.2 15,16. (which the 
* Spirit of God: gives as & Cha- 


5 rateriof a people filling up cheic | 


© meaſure. d..:4. 1AAT 7 SW 
- £ Whena generation ſhall dos 
<ingly blaſpheme the Spirit of the. 


© LorTlefw,. calling. it an wncleap 


« Spirit, Mart 12.24.31;as the Pha- 


« [1fees at that day call'd the Spirit, 


«by which Jeſus Chriſt did preach, 
<and- pray ,--and wrought all his 
« works, an ##c/ean Spjrits when in 
c theit ordinary-language ithey in- 
© voke theirdamnation,and fet their 
© mouths againſt the 'Heavensy and 
© che Spirit, and Holinefle., and 
© Saints, becomes their by-word 
© and their ſong, and eartitle Satan 
<.ro all the gloritouswosksof Chriſt 
* 1n CenVeriox,and callin all Deluſi- 
© or 


<< \u $ 


4 
| F bn and Fanaticiſm; when they pop. 


c preſs, perſecure, ( and worſe) the 
« Saints and Servants of the Lord.,. 
« filling Priſons with rhem ; when 
«they ſer themſclies in.the Throne 
of the Lord; and will be Lords in. 
cche Conſcience, and make the 


 ©Sons of Zion as he filth of-the 


© Earth; and all this after the Lord 
<hath been Plealling his Contro« 
<verſie with them, in very fiupen- 
«dious Diſpenfarions;and by their 
© hour of proſperity rhey are bur 
* hardened in their way , and ſay 
<they are delivered to all their abo# 
© minations; that is cefrainly 4 Gene « 
© ration of God's wrath, Now among. 
© ſucha generation che Lord calls 
< his people to rexitment(into their 
«Chambers ) till his wrath come 
<ypon the wicked to the utmoſ}, 
(and he wil purin his fickle, 8 reap 


c down -their abominations , and 


ex * nont foal favethem: © rye 


# - > 
: _—_ 2 


hin faich and Fg in.cheir 
ſecrex corners > aÞ 2pd, may- wair for. 
s teaphings, cas may;furcher. 
be opened i inthe (cloſe of this Dif- 
courſes .... 
- Andrhus we ave endeavour d. 
to _cleare the poipt,, Thar Jeſus 
Chriſ; galls; his: Followers from: 
off. the publike Stage, into Aa,mare. 


'retited conditions when, and phy he. 


doth ir, I ſhall come co ſome yle-. 
ful. conclulions , andſo anſwer.che; 


obje&ions and. diſ- ſarisfaQtions of. | 


any that lyc againſt.it.. . 
1, If ]eſus Chritt doth ſome-, 
timcs in his providegyial Dil penſa. 
tions, call off his people to retlre-, 
ment, &puts them as into the hol es 
of the Rock, then it wil follow thaz, 
one Dif penlarion calls for, chat wh, 
another doth not;theLord calls tor. 
that at one tine, whe doth nag. at 
anorher; 


\ 


Ra .The ff if Yall 10/1 refire- 
tent, Naik they may.;deal with 


CAA IDA 
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anather ;, ſometimes ro 8. more open 
appearing in their. publike, ſervices 
(4 |  - YH. © © » . 

and aRings tor, him, and adminiftrati, 
ons of. worſttip and propheſying, 
ſometimes to 4, more open expoſing 
co ſufferings and at another, time the 
Word of the Lordis., Enter-intothy 


Chambers, &#c,. hug thy doors about 


Mes So what bath been @ duty. for 
paints in one day , harh not been {0 
expreſly (1 mean the main generation 
of them) a duty ar.another, elgecial+ 
ly in. the later Abalhriohs of the 
Lord towards .che giving up of the 
Fingglo. of the,. Beaſt., when. the 
$ 


« + & a2 * 
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ſue the prey : Here is the wiſdom of 


the Saints, here is following theLambs 


this 15 to ſee his footſteps , to walk at- 
ter them. OS 

_ 2, Letitbe therefore fot an hum - 
ble enquiq at leaſt, ro all that are ſo- 
ber, ro weigh what hath been hinted, 


and to conſider if this be nor the Word 


of rhe Lord ar this 'day, whether Jcius 
Chriſt hath nor ſounded a retrear, 
whether he dorh not call off from pub- 
Lke Propheſying, and more publite Ads 
miniſtrati0:s, (though the wickedneſs 
of men be inſtfumenrally in it ) yea 
whether the T:{t::uny be not ſlain and 
hes dead ; and that all che ChataQers 
of ir have a viſible accompliſhment 
at this day, a Teſt:mezy finiſhed, Rev. 
t1.7, toalltheOffces of Jeſus Chriſt, 
aid of ' his Kingdom inthe world, in 
all theconcernments of it, and againſt 


the whole Myſterie of Iniquity , and 


of the Kingdom of the Beaſt , and 
char 'eſpecially” in this' patt'of the 
world where the Spitir is given forth, 

: And 


OY - - 
, hw 


onthe whole , and the Witneſſes lye 
as dead in all the parts of the world; 
ſer the place be named where, an open 
reſtimony againſt. all the abominati= 
ons of the Beaſt, againſt all their Na- 
tional wickedneſſes,, and a teſtimony 


I forthe Lotd Jeſus mthe whole oflus 


Kingdom, as King of Saints and Na+ 
tions will be born; though ſome, G9- 
ſpel cruchs will be born, andare-pra. 
Riſed among them: Yea, what 4 
ſtrange healing up hathrhere been in 
all the Nations of Europe , among all 
the ten horns, aGereral Peace in the 
Kingdom of the Beaſt, nota Horn or 
Nation that. wars againſt Babylonz 
not a hand lifted up againſt her in 2 
way of Var, to hate her , and- make 
her deſolate z bur all preparations. 
from rhe North and the. Weſt, hufhe 
up, Aevelled, and laid dead, when a 
few years 4ince the Nations were all 


been 


in a flame., as E the laſt diftreſs had 


EE 4 (59) 44 BS, 
{ And-when. we had been looking 
For the fulfilling hereof 10a Death.up- 


CT Yes; eng (65) Set a vy 
been upon them : Bur lo a heal:ng up, 
a filneſs , and the proud Whore firs 
as a Queen, glorifyinig het ſelf that ſhe 
ſhall ſee no ſorrow, (which ſhe fears 
ed before) and {fall not be a Widaw, 
nor be made Aeſelate, Whichbelling 
& Peace arnong the horns, is plea | 
in thtir ſending gifts (by their Em- | 
bafſadors ) ove 18 angther, Rev. 1 1,10. 
becauſe the People and: Spirit which 
they moſt feared, 1s [aid 4e:43 the pro- 
pheſying of raine ro the haſtening ups 
Letic Beaft, and wrath upon the Nas 
rions, ſeems to Have been but a fancy; 
h\ and-to come to 'nought 5 tof behola, 
if their prayers, witneſſings, propteſy- 

; ings, Armies, every where in the 
whole ſtreet 67 the City dre come to 
| houghr, Is nor this the ctfumph of 

V/S$ the Nations at this day ; arid of the 
ih 'Beaſt 2 | 

s:. | Such as ſtate thelaſt flaughter of 
q, the witneſſes t6 be already paſt,name- 
Iy abour the year 1558, when tha ge- 
Tieral blow was' given” to" thie Proce- | L 
{fant 
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ſtant Intereſt in -... and ather 
Nations, a and by the A{arian Perſecy- 


tion in this Nation, have {ufficient 


confyration by whar. hath ſince fallen 


out in ſeveral Nations, in the perſecy- 


ting and ſlaying of the Witneſſes in 
Poland, France, Ircland, &c, of late 
years 5 and the dearh that the whole 
Work of Chriſt is under ar this day, 
It being cleat , thar when the laſk 
{laughter 1s paſt » and the lying dead 
three days andan ha'f*is oter, in the 
Wirneſses reſurredtio: 'y that then 
they afcer.d i t; 10 Fewue -3:N:O 2 ſtare of 
L; beriy, Power -d Glory , , from which 


they fall no more; but the {ec enth An. 


gel ſour ds,and the * id Wo comterh up- 
on the World ( the laſt Plagues t (7%) be 
executed upon the: Aauchriſtian 


World, and Voices are. heard in Heave 


(among {| the Churches) proctaiigg 
the Lon Jeſus Kin of Nations ; 5 
that upon the reſurre&ion of th the 
Witneſses , and ſounding of the ſe- 
yenth Bala 2 the IF ors Jels pores 
| orth 


* 


and orcign, to conceſt with the Horns 
abour his Soveraignty, to rule-theNa'- 
tions. 'with a 'Rod of tron , 'breaking 
chem in Pleces as a Potrers Vel{sel; ar 
which time {as ſome emiliencWimeſ; 5 
of the Lord' ave well ſtared ir ) 1he 
lit. le $1876, cur our without hands (the 
ſeparated Saints in the Nations ) be- 
Pins in a more eſpecial' manner -to 
{mi e the 1mage, Daz. 2. 39. (for the 
Store begins ro” (mite #p07 the feet of 
the Image, the laſt part of the, Rom.n 
Manarchy ,' Which: coes upon tf & feet 
er. 41- are* the'{ me with the ten 
Horn$,35DAz,7. Andthe Stotie ſmiting 
breaking tn ; picees, &cnſs uming theKing* 
aonis (asthe' Sptric of God opens the 
mednin g of the Scone, and its ſwiting; 

V4.4. ) "And'i in the "Jayes of theſe Kings, 

ut the God of Heaven ſet up « King- 

om (the Kingdom, of the Stone?) 
4 bigh jhaT never be deftrozed, andthe 
King dom that; not te left t oth: x people, 
PI UZH Yeaſt 7 A ; pieces 5 and Fiufins 
all 


» 
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| jorh 19 take to Pap hit great Power, 


| 
| 
4 
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all theſe Kingdoms, « Lads it ſhall Pani for 
ever) is incerprered further in the Vi- 
fion that Daxi:Þ himſelf had of rhe 
ſame thing, ch.9.22.26 Wh-n Fudge- 
ment is given io the Saints of the Moſt 
High; Andyver. 26, Th: Judgement 
ſhall ft ( the Saints judging tne ten- 
horned Beaſt and his Kingdom } and 
they ſhall take away his D:minton Focon- 
ſurac and to deftroj 3: uno theend. Bur 1 
do bur hint "Lake whar I may give'a 
further account of in 4yec time, to re- 
move the ftumbling-blucks tha: lie in 
the way of ny of the Loris Peo- 
ple as to.this gi-/:vus iruth, 

Bar / return to O thay ciquiry', which 
e, that] humbly judge char the 1ſt 
ON of the VWitncizes was not a- 
bour the tune mentioned, for © reas 

{ons hinted ( and others might be gi- 
ven) bur racher, that oreat,, © fore blow 
upon the Proteſtant Intereſt, i be fix" 
ed upon tharfoot of account, namely, 
of the - Reaſt, mukirg war with thes al its, 
qpa overcoming them, Rev,T 3.7 which 
E 4 War 


(64) 
| War from the tine. of the wallerſign 


people he hath been carrying ons and 
buercame them : : Ando tn Bobemis, 
Ger: Bary, & cr upon which Word are 
all che tormer Wars and V.1&ories of 
the Beaſt ro be fared, .and notin refe- 
rence to the laſt ſlaughter, wh-n'the 


Beaſt makes war with ge Wits 6g ane 
kills them, and «vercomes them; which is 


atter a full reftimony hathbcen fibiſh- 
ed to all tlie Offices 5 Wor k. and K? 
Hom of .our Lord Jclus;, - ahd then the 
Beaſt (ſuch ; 25.are'in the Spirit « of the 
Beaſf, and influence4by him) rife up 
( by the wiſs and holy permiſſion and 
ordering of- the Lord ro Bring abour 
his own.glorious defign ) arid fluy #he 


Tefiimony, lay it dead eſpecially i in a 


civil ſence ) in rthart.centh'paxt of che 
City where the X[ing moſt emihent- 


, bs ( whictis, where the moſt emi- 
e 


nt Teftimoriy fc for the Kingdom of 


Chriſt is the S Irit, hath ce of any 


pf the Nations) and ſo all Poole Ho 
pheing,in inan quay Way? and with 


FE 
” 


9:59 02%} PX Pops we, 


an allowed libers "© AWW cut off, 
'the publike aſſembling of Churches 
fuþpreſt,in that renth part of theCiry, 
fo char the W ork '& Kingdom of Jeſus 
Chiift being like!y*ro ariſe atew years 
fince in the apprehenſion of moſt of 
che Saints ; 'ahdto the terror: of 'the 
Natſpns, lo irts hid dead}; &' ſay the 
 lons of © Babylon, we wil ſo bury it thar 
rt (hall riſ@no0 more, though char will 
be tound their great*error!' +. 
' T mighic 1r.ſktafice the Judgement of 
ſeveral ancicar & t:oly Wrnelles of 
Chriſt, who are now inthe ſtme aps 
xrehenfloh aS to this diſpenſation we' 
are uadcr, & of lome who itt the high- 
eſt day of our .proſperity a tew yeafs 
face, ſpake of it as to comme upon us;8& 
aiſo(as is tumbly judg'd by tom wor- 
thy ſeryants'of the Lord ar this day, 
rhat amore then ordinary difcovery&: 
Sevelation ach been given forth to 
wotthy Miniſterof Chrift, & ſome o- 
thers, thar this is the 3; days & a half 
f in w® the witneſſes ate to Henead, web] 
an think meer only co hint at this time, + 
; A 


£66 
But 4f ſo, then the YVord of. the 
: Lord is, Go.and aje,. as ro ordinary, 
publike Propheſying; and 'ris the wil- 
dom of the Saints to ſubmit to the 
Diſpenfation of. God , and to be con- 
rent even to lye as dead men, ina civil 
ſence; till the ſpirit of life from God 
enter, and a yoice be heard in the pro- 
. videntijal workings of the Lord, Come 
up hither, Rev.11,12. And lctirbefo- 
berly conſidered whether the contra- 
' Ty pra&ice be nortto croſs the very 
defign of the Lord ar this day, and to 
ruine theChufches and whole Intereſt 
of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe reſurredion and 
| ab we are patiently to walt 
or. | 
"Yea, . (whether this be the laſt 
laying or nor ) *ris worthy a ſerious 
Judgement ro conſider, Thar in the 
4everal Ages of Perſecucion fronrthe 
Apoſtles dayes (unleſs where ſome 
have been carryed forch by an extra- 
 ordinary.impulle of Spirit ) the Pro- 
teſsors. and Gharches of Chriſt mer 
I” 5 s _ together 
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rogethgr in ſuch away as might mol 

| probably rcnd to their preſervation; 
11a private and retired way , in the 
beſt Wiidom they could; as the Di- 
{ciples, Job 20.19. they were afſem- 
bled in an upper Rec ms {Or fear of the 
Jews: An4 the Church of Hierſal: m 
ſcatt:red abroadin parties in the ſeveral 
Provinces upon the Perſecution, As 
8. when they began to be halcd co 
priſon from their Mcetingszand thoſe 
that remaincd, kept ina private way, 
Adts 12, And fo we find the Chriſti- 
ans aſsembling ſecretly , & by nighr, 
as they had opportunity : As that 
C ongregation that continued together 
in Q. Mary's dayes in Livdon, and 
kept up dicir Meetings ſecretly., and 
were wonderiuily preſerved in rhat 


day;rhought: as þ may preſently ſhew) 


tis hard to give gut ary general, abs 
ſolute Rule in'this caſe * Bur *as'cer- 


rainy this was their ordinary practice: 


Thertaſons hereof have been.ſpoken 
©, Ir may. further be added, ar” 
ifs 


(68 
ſuch a retired way , : 8 ſhall, not f6 
mach dare and provoke rhe civil Ma- 
giſtrare to greater wrath againſt chem, 
and nor lay a ſtumbling block in their 
way , bur ſeem more-ro walk in the | * 


" meetneſs of Jeſus Chriſt; and cis the © 
liberty thac Jeſus Chriſt doth indulge 5 
| them, and 'anſwers his promiſe of || xi 
| 


preſerving, and being a SanQuary tofſ t1 

| a holy Seed from ane generacion to te 
* another, and not to be expoſed to the 
Ji bloodthirſtinefs and rage of their per- 

£ ſecurors,though ſtill honoring himſeltF : 
'| by the ſuffering of ſome. + | i 
 Andas this hath been the practiſe off þ, 

che Churches of. Chrift in times off L 
perſecution, ſo of particular Miniſters Þ1 

and Witneſſes of the Lord in all ages, | :* 
namely,as they were led by the ſpirit © 
of thie Lord'to, rare from particular ;, 
perſecution, eſpecially when their caſe} & 
-wasdiffercht from the reſt of theſainis } of 

as in ſom agesit hath binzthe firſtblowſſ| ax 
was at the Minifters of Chriſt;ſo 240- 3 

' ks fled before the face of Pherevh, ang 77 


£ dwell þ, 


: oh 
ed ot 1. 
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dweltinthe Land of F908 till the tifne 
of- deliverance .came to the Iſraehies 10k 
e/Egypt, Exad, 2.15, . 

So David from the perſecution. of Sanl, 
who retired : into the Wilderneſs, , where 
the Lord hid him, . cill che cime chat the 
promiſe ſhotld be fulfilled in his reign 
over Iſrael, 1 Sam, 19.18. though in bis 
retirement he was deprived of the Inſti- 
turions of.the Worſhip .of God im .che 


| remple,as he complains in ſeveral Pſa/ms, 


Eljah had given an eminent Teſtimony 
againſt Ahab, and the abominations of that 
day , and propheſied, che wrath of God 
to come upon Iſrael, Bue when | he knew 
the miſchief that Abab 4titended , and 
he had finiſhed his. Teftimony,, the 
Lord commands him, to go , and hill 
himfelf ; x Kings 17, 2,88, and Chap, 
10. 10, 'And we know Elijah was an emi- 
nent. Type of the Witnefſes of Jeſus 
Chriſt nnder the New-Teftament Baby- 
lon, though in the third year when! it 
ſhould x rain again* according to the word 
of the Lord (which made way for Eljah's 
appeary ance) heſhewed himſelf to Ahab, 
foe God was with him to deliver him: 

ut when Jexebel ſought after him again, 
Fig 19. hewent into the Wilderneſs, «nd 

i{himſelin a Cave, v.g, At. 


EO Nog = oe of (71: bo Et 2 
_ Atthe ſame tn Defore the three 
years were finiſhed, and the Perſecu- 
tion by Jezebel continuedagainſtallthe 
Lords Prophets, 1 King. 18, Obadiah 
F hid the Prophets by 50-1n a Cave,who 
Wy | at other times were publikely prophie- 
/ {ying, : TY h =o 
| So when the King had ſent out a 
$ WarrantandOthcerstotake Terentah 
and B:7xch, Jer.36: 26, *is ſaid, The 
| Loa HID them; which, implied tteir 
| own retirement at that time, 

} Soour Lord Jeſus bimicl/,when be 
| heard that, John was caft inco Priſon, 
he retired into Ga/ilee , Marth, 4. 12: 
And when he further heard rhat. he 
was beheaded, he-withdtew into a de- 
ſert place, Mat.14.13. And fo when 
the Jews ſought ro kill him, &«. till 
his hour was come; which places ate 

preters upon 


ordinarily urged by inter 
them for the caſe in hand, _. - 
- Soour Lord Jeſus allows hjs Dif- 
ciples, Matih.1o, when he ſent them 
forth as ſheep among wolves, ver. L s.| 
that 


the 
prel 


> 
that they ſhould then le niſe as Ser. 
pents, walk with ſuch a wiſdom as be- 
comes ſheep among Wolves,which is 
not raſhly to put themſelves into the” 
mouth of the Wolf. And ver, 17, 
bids them beware of men; and then, be - 
ing perſecuted into one City , to flyes unto 
another, v.23. the {cope of that word 
being to dire them, that when Ru- 
rs by their Edi&s will not ſuffer 
thera co preach in one place, they 
might go to another; if nor in pub- 
like, then in private, and from Rouſe 
to Houſe, as the providence ot God 
ſhould lead therh, 

W hen the Jews ſought fot Paul ar 
Damaſcus , the Diſciples did hor preſs 


| ſhim to expoſe himſelf to be delivered: 


up into their hands, in appearing 0- 


© Fpenly there, bur on the contrafy', ar a 


hard rate conveyed him away , Ads 
9.23. 2 Cor, 11, 32. 1» Damaſcmns, the 
Governor under Arras the King , kept 


[the City with a Garriſen , deſirous 10 ap- 
| + Jprehend me; 4nd through a Winttow in s 


Baikes 


8 
4 


baskes was I let dywn by the wall, 1 eſea> 
ped his hands : which the Apodſtlethere 
ſers .dowti among his. perſecutions ; 
when cheGoyerngx of. the City would 
haveapprended him, he choughr good, | , 
and che Saints withhim fÞ judged, to || | 
withdraw, and.yct he, was not judged || , 
unfairhful; or fearful.in, ſq doing. $9 f 

C 

tl 


Afts 14, when Paul and 84rnabas. had 
ſpoken toldly in ;h: Lord, for a rimear | ; 
Iconinms, when they underſtogd that || . 
the Jews..and Gentiles .with chem a 
made an aflaulx; ( ar their, meeting 3} j\ 
co ufe them. deſpightfully, an4 to we | 
them,they were nare of 3c, (they thought | 
it ground enough chat they were wace ||, 
of tt) and ſo fled.into, the, nexr Pra, L; 
vince into Zyftre. ., When the, Jews of 
laid wait for tim, AZ, 29. 3. he went |... 
not into Syr:/4 , bur returned, rhorow, .. 
Macedon's. A::d when the, Jews had. fc, 
gathereda company of .lexd falows to, fk (. 
4/[aa't the m-ecing at Jaſons houle, Paul, þ ,, 
and SyL.s withdrew, AH. 17,5,6: for, þ Pr 
thy found them no:ver,6, Andat He of 
| he 


L 


- 


the vriathre 3 fe aha 'Paut, ver, 40” 
''So when he would have SIP 
kimfelf; the Diſciples ſuffered him nx, 
A8-19,430.-And when he would go 
upto Jeruſalemall the'Sainrs b:ſoughr 
91m n0t togo ( judging 1 in, an ordinary 
way he ought nor, till they nnder- 
ſtood-that Paz! was under an extraor- 
dinary impulſe of Spirie to gg. and 
then they ceaſed. 

The caſe of thoſe Seas Miniſter 
and witncſes of Chrift at the |, _ ** 
beginning'of Q. Maries perfe-. $e yo 
cuttion, \who' preached” nor af- 
fer the Queens Inhibition and Procla- 
mation, though -it were nor a binding 
Law, as appears by the Declaration 
of theit Faith rhey gave ps when 
priſoners inthe Kings Be 1 b,in which 
they thus Expreſs themſelves ; © We 
*4re nor here in priſons as Traitors;or 


F fedinous* perſons, of iranſereſſors of 


any Laws of 'zhis Realm ; Inhubitipns, L 

Proclamations, or Clomanditehts 

of the Queens Highneſs, or of aro: 
EF ene 
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© che Councils, God's Name be prai- 
. <[ed therefore,8&c, Subſcribed by Dr. 
Taylor, Philpot, Bradford, Hooper, Ro- 
gers, Saunders, (Fc. the moſt eminent 
Miniſters and. Martyrs of that day; 
who ir appears preached not publick- 
ly after the Proclamationand A& of 
Parliament, bur. were commirted, as 
having been men famous in King Ed- 
wards days, and had preached to warn 
the people againſt Popery, in the in- 
terval, before the Proclamation was 
publiſhed, and were taken after, and 
wete purto death becauſe they would 
not deny the Truth they had formerly 
preachedzwhich the ſetvants of Chriſt 
at this day hope (through grace)they 
fhal nor-do, if called toa tryal there- 
of ; and how far ſeveral of the ſer- 
vants of the Lord have expoſed them- 
ſelves, notwithſtanding a former Pro- 
clamation, and the latter AR of Par- 
lament, and roar charges that 
way lye againſt ſome of them, ſober 
Ehuftians may judge; and nor paſio- 

nately 


on oo _—- 

nately cenſure any of thera; and the 
due conſiderationtheteof;zand of whar 
hath been ſaid in this cale; may be 


more then enough. to remove their 
prejudice, or miſtakes herein..; 
. .Sothathere is both;preccpt, and 
multiplied examples both of che Q1d 
and New Teſtament, of the Prophets 
and Apoſtles, and the ordinary Mini- 
ſers of Chriſt, that when particular 
and perſonal perſecution hath been a« 
gainſt them, a deſign to apprehend 
them, and a lying 1n wait for them, 
they have at ſuch a time withdrawn, 
and retired rhemſelvs fron their more 
publick Miniftry,,.. _ 7 
| Intheordinary providence of God, 
theſe Reaſons of 1t may be inſtanced : 
I, When. publick Preachers are 
ſent to preach to the, world, and the 


people will not receive them, bur per- 


lecute them, they; afrer ſome parienf 
waiting, may withdraw for 4 teſtimony 
igalnſt them, Mat.10.14, which is roo 

| F 2 often 
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often the caſe of theſervants ofChiiſt, 
though ir doth nor fully reach the caſe 
in hand; 


2, When the Lord Je us hath more oY 
wo þ ant ſervice for bis ſervants, and | 
will preſerve them to a day of liberty | 
(as hath been ſhewed of the whole M 
generation of Saints) then he hath u- 
ſedto hide them by his gtacious pro- pl 
vidence in a wonderful mannet, and | *'* 
bath called them off from the publick NY 
ſtage,andkept them! in themidf of the hi 
perſecutions they have been winder, or 
inarchr them our of theth, as abdndant ||” k 
inftances might be given ; ſo it ispro- or 
pheſied, 1ſa.30.20. That their teathers 
ſhould be remTued into corners , till the 
Captivity was over, &c, 


3. In mercy to the Chatebti; that the 
liberties and lives of the tervants of ||. 
Chriſt maybe preſerved,to ſerve them 
more publickly when the Lord by his 
provi: 


: + » 
providence ſhal make way z and in the 
mean cime may be uſeful cothe Chur- 
ches ina more private way z and nor 
ro ſpend them (in a kind of paſſionate 
courage) upon the implacable fury of 
their perſecutors ; whence it was,thar 

nt | the Diſciples at Ceſares ſo paſſionate- 
ty [ly beſought Paul not to go up to Hie- 
ruſalem; And when he would have en- 
txed in among the people, the Diſci. 
yr ples ſuſjered hing na. 


' This may ſuffice ro ſtate and clear, 
this caſero the conſciences of ſuch as 
may be differently minded nerein, 
which may .ar leaſt call for a mutual. 
forbearance in love, and that Satan 
get hOt-an advantage to ſtir up beats, 
hetghren, prejudices , beget a greater 
diſtance among the people of God ; 
and ſo in ſtead of clofing, widen te 
ad breaches, that have been ancoge 


x 


this caſe, that the call of Jeſus Chrift 
may be to retire 5 and that 'tis lawjul 
upon particular perſonal erſecution, 
for the Minifjers of Chriſt ro do fo; 
yct Lalſoſay with bleſsed zucer, as he 
ſtares this cole on the 4th, of Aatth. 
upon our Savicur's retirement, Thar 
th:re can be ro ablolutcs,' binding, 
unlimited Rule laid down inths caſe, 
that ſhall be bincling in all times, and 
toall perſons, And®is hard tor ockers 
to determine when aervant of Chriſt 
may more honour the Lord'by retire- 
ment,or by apublike c xpoling tunſclt: 
Every man in'{fuch @ cafc ts to give up 
Þimſelt io the leading ot the Spirir of 
the Lord, which hath carried ſome of 
the ſeatics of - Chriſt in one way,' 
aad ſome in another, in all rimes of 
perſecution accordingly , as Chriſt 
will beglorified by them, Though:the 
wt Bucer ( who allo retired in ws 


* 4... W 


heh: 


(78) 
And yer a_ I have thus ſtated 


c 
c 
2 
C 
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£ mayeſt ſeean acracrage of honoring 
« Chriſt (14 te hore ſert avs) by with- 
5 drawing thou doſt as Chriſt himſelf 
PR, | * did, and as Paul ar Damaſcus, © © 
fo; Yer char the minds-of Saints may 
be || be fully ſatisfied herein,L will confider 
tb. | whatis uſually urged by fome to the 
hat | conirary. 

04). How do the ſervants of the 
ſe, | Lord give forth a tull Te;/imeny.if they 
nd: | rezzre when Edics are given forth 
ers || againfi them, ſeeing 'ns {aid they 
riſt | overcome by the Wo-d of their Teſit n+ 
re- || 29, Rev.12, That we may therefore 
1f: | confider how far this may reach, ad 
vp | when Saints may be ſaid to keep 
of || the Commandments of God, 4nd to 
of | hate th: Teſtimony of 7eſus Chriſt , ver. 
iv, | laſt. | 
of: 1, A Teſtimony is given ficlt by 
ifs, || thePreachers & Whirneſſes of Chriſt, 
he || by diſcovering the fins and the, Anti- 
he || chriſtian abominations of the age & 
15 ? || day they live in, andwitnefling-for all 
ou | the Offices, Worſhip ; Kingdom of 
my: TS 
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Jeſus Chriſt, ———_— Scrip- 
ture, a5 the Spirit of: the Lord gives 
light, and ats-them rthereunto; andas 
the'Providenceof God opens.a. door 
to. them + Bleſſed. be, the Father of 
Sptrits, ihat.through. the Grace: and 
Power.of the-Lord:Jeſusſuch a Teffs-. 
-meny hath been given fortÞ; co th eglo- 
ry of God, the conviction and «ſta- 
| bliſhment (as is koped) of the people 
of God, which ttimony, no deubr, 
the :Lord will make gocd in his beſt 
time ;.” and: which they leave witty 
God, being ſatisfied they are called by. 


I 


the providence of God to. a more ret: 
xd way. EEE TE Step bg 
- 2, All ther Saints do keep the Te- 
fiimony of Jeſus(and the Command: 
ments of God as oppoſed to the Com 
mands of men in the matters of Chriſt 
and his Worſhip ) ' when they are 
(through the teaching of the Spirit in 
the VWord,and the Power of the ſame 
Spirit reſting upon them ) kepr from 
pertaking of the (ins, polugions, aud: 
51: f Ke 21 Antt- 


£ 
o 


$1 
chjiftian abominations of falſe VV or- 
ſhip-which men ,would impoſe upon 
tems CAf#s 2,40, (Save your ſeltes 
oor | from this unionard generation, Eph 53 
of | 7- Be mot ye- therefore partakers with 
ind | thern, v;t 1, Have ro fellowſhip with the 
[te wnfounful weres of darkne(f, &c. Touch 
lo- || 70: the ur.clean thing, Le ye- ſeparate, 
ta- | 2-Cor.6. Come out of ker my peiple, 
ple | watye be not pa tak:rs of her ſins , that 
br, | ye recerte not of her planes, Rey” 
lt 184.: 7 p72 ; = FS 


by. | -VWhen tve profeſiing peopie ſhall 
$7: | obey che Lord in-ſuch words as theſe, 
2: | and nor defije rhemſelves , nor pro+ 
'e- | voke-the Lord xo jealoutie - againſt 
d-. | cnem> this is a good + Teſtimony,. and: 
m-+ | fuch Saints who call for ex:rcmities 
iſt | from others, + may find this to: be a' 
re | Teſtimony hard enough to be kepr, 
in | whentheyareeryed, 45 th.y have in 
ne || /ejer matters already, 


od: 21; | This 
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This Teſtimony _ 7000, kept in 
$ amaria, that bowed not their knee to 
Baal, and God accepted thera in it, 
© And let all the Miniſters of Chriſt 
©*who would approve -themſelves as 
© ſuch, ro God and his people ; rake 
© heed that they are faithful in this te- 
c {timony ( as well as others of the 
. © peop'e Bf God) and that under pre- 
: rence of having the liberty of their 
MN * NEE: they are not found in com- 
* ptances with Humane Invention» 
« againſt light, ro render themſclves 2 
< {corn to the prophane, and a grief 
*and ſtumbling block to the godly, 
C eſpecially when ſuch eminent and 
« ſevere ftrokes fromHeaven have been 
* upon many for {o doing. 
' 3+ Saints do keep the Teſtimony of 
elfus Chriſt when they are found -in 
che practice of Chriſt's appointments, 
though in a more private way, which 
15 a teſtimony againſt the perſecutions: 
of che World, and the abominarions 
thereof, as the primitive Chriſtians 
prattſed, 4.Saints 


( $3 
4+ Saints do bop the.word of Te- 
timony when any of them are cal- 
[cd before men, for not parcaking in 
talſeways of W orihip, and being ſo 
cated, do nor deny che-rruth, but con- 
tels itbefore man, Ad. t:h.10.32,33. 
21 ofoever they: fare ſp. Ul confe 5 me before 
men, him will confeſs s b-fore my Father 
which is 11 Heaven ; By: whoſtever ſhall 
deny we before men > bim nll 1 alſo d:ny 
Fefore my Father w: ich 15 12 Heatens SO 
tstatd , 1-ſzrs chriſt nirnejed a good 
Ca efsioh bztore Ponirs P3/ate, I Tim 6 
Though in this caſe alſo, *ats not caſic 
to lay down the timoſt cxrent of du- 
iy; formctimes'the VWiimelsesof Chriſt 
Pave iicely and: openly upon their 
conveniion antlc xamination, withour 
any prot agai; {tthein, witneſted ro 
the wi.o'c rt: -uth and matter of Fact, as 
carrycd torch, 'r's 10 be charitably 
judged by tFe Spirit of the Lord 
thereto, as in 0 205 caſe, and Peter's 
Acts 3s | 


Others 
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Others have keprt-lilence ; and held 

their perſecutors to proof of marter || 

v4 -: of Fad againſt them ; yet ſo as they F 

\'þ would noc deny the Truth, which isa || 1 
| Tet: mon) tour, Now ſuch a witneſs- f| x 
bearing before | the Judicarories of ff +, 


men, as the Spirit of the Lord carries (| , 
forch our ſpirits, is another way | 
of having the Teſtimony of Feſus a 
f | | _ Nowif the Lord help this genera- || & 
tion of his "people to be faithful ro || ,} 


their Lightin theſe particulars, they. A 
\hall be found the Lambs followers; Fes 
keeping the Commandments of God || ; 
andthe Teſtimony of Jeſus! | 


But forany to judge , that nothing || 4, 
clſeis a fiaifhing a faithful ceſtimony,- Þ + 
(burtor the ſervants of Chriſt co pur || ;. 
cheraſelves into the mouths of thoſe: L 
whom they know wait to devour » 
them, and have laid a ſnare for _ NY 

ES oY | $4 4 


a 
* 


| 8. 

andthar ſuch Bc.\ ITY ot fearful; 
or worſe) that think jr nor their duty; 
certainly when good {ouls are come ro 
themſelves; and . ſhall particu'arly 
know and weigh the caſes of the 
Lord's poor ſervants; (without which: 
'tis unreaſonable to judge) we ſhall all 
have a tender hearted forbearance 
one of anorher, | as thar caſe res 
quires. 

044. 2. Bur was not as ths pta- 
ice of the Apoſtles, A&s 4. when 
commmanded not to preach any more 
in the Name of the Lord Jeſus ; they 
anſwered, T, hey chight to ob: Ars rather 
than men, 


PY, r, l kiambly « conceive , that 
the ervants of 'God ar this day if 
they were in the like manner called 
before Magiſtrates, and were charged 
by them,asthe Apoſtles were,namely, 
Not co preach at all, nor to teach n the 
Name of jeſus(for ſo it was,they woald 
anſwer 


| 86 ) 

bnſwer as the aSaltles did, & would 
continue preaching, where the provi- 
dence of God opetied a way to therr, 
as they did. gt: 

2: Wedo nor find it expreſt that 
Peter and Jobz preached openly in the 
T:wpleatrer thar, though they witne(- 
ſcd and-ptcached elſewhere, until the 
Angel of the Lord opened the Priſon 
doors, and commanded them to go 
and ſpeak in the Tenpie, Ats5., .. 

- 3. The Apoſtles having an extraor - 
Claary Annointing , were to witneſs 
© all Nations thar they had {cen the 
Lord, and that he was riſen from the 
dead ; which 15 not the cale of every 
particular Miniſter $ They went. and 
preach”'c by the ſpecial dictate of the 
holy Spitir in one place, and not in a» 
nother; *tis not ſo with ordinary Prea- 
chers : And the fame Spirit thar led 
them forth fometimes to: expoſe 
themſelyes ro hazards ; at anorher 
time led themto withdraw from dan- 
ger,as hath been ſhewed, - Beſi do, ie 

| oth 
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doth not appear that there was any 
ntore than a meer prohibition nor to 
reach , ro Peter and John, bythe 
Council of the Jews, without any pe= 
nalty of impriſonment or baniſhment 
expreſsed, | : | 
. 3; 0bj, Is not there a ſtri& com- 
mand, that the Profeſsors of Chriſt 
ſhould ypc forſake the aſſembling them- 
ſelves together, Heb. to, | 
Anſ, Ler it be conſidered what fot- 
ſaking of aſs«mbling this was 5 [c was 
the departing trom all Chriſtian wor 
ſhipand fellowſhip, a caſting off their 
p-ofeſfion, as Ter. 23. Let us hold fa 
our profeſſion t (ucha foriaking, as was- 
a leading to an Apoſtacy; as is clear 
in-the following verſes; For if we {iu 
wilf ully afier that ut bave: rtcervedihe 
knowledge of the Trith, ge. which is 
annexedas a reaſon of nor forſaking 
their aſsemblinggthis will not be judg- 
ed the preſent caſe. | 
2, Saints therefore do not forſake 
their aſsembling, in that fence while 
; Ts they 


wa 
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they hold faft their profeſſion, and 1a? 
bour to-keep up, worſhip in a more 
private way; where they may- likely 
aſs:mbie more peaceab'y, and with 
leſs diſtraRtion; for.{o ttole Hebrews 
did,and ai! the Churches, as hath been 


E ſhewec., ; p | Do HOES TR #20 ta © je 
-. Meeting-is a duty ;- bitt-mieeting 08 
penly is an accidental thing, 4+ - : + 


. 4. 05). Burt. how ate the ſervants 
of. Chriſt cenſiſtezt to their own 'Do- 

@rine, wio prefs others:to'be parta - 

kers of the {ufferings'of-Chrift, and: 
would prepate them for it; when they. 
do r.ot expoſe theraſelves” ro: the ut- 
moſt, {3 5:8 gf ir bh, 4 "E OT N 
. Anſ. There may.be a prodigal caſt - 


Ing away of liberty or lite; as well as 


2 :giving them-up ypon the Call of: 


God '''Tiscertatr; that 'tis a duty ro 
offer up every Iſaac to-the Lord when: 
he Calls forir, but we muſt.ſee our Call 
tO be clear : we ſhould through grace 
be ready rather ro ſuffer the loſs of all 
things, then to deny the truth, and to, 
OY tolow 
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fallow, the. providencial. tein of 
God therero : Bux that *cs cur duty 
and call from, the Lord to. comiaye 
pablikely witneſsi, &z and FO. expoſe>onr 
1clves to the urgmoſt hazards, rather 
then glye: Place z though we know the 
ſnare is laid for us, ard wen ail -like- 
litood pur an end. ro eur Work in. ſo 


doing, 1s not yer proved.to our Cor: 


{cicnces from.any Word of God, bur 
indecd. the. SOMLIerY. -- 15 cleare © 
them., | x 

If itbe ſaid, that the Jodgeragnt 
of ſore Saints is a Call herein; 1 at 
{wer , That, the. Judgement of 'mairy 
more may be put - in. te baliance 
agairſt them , who judge otherwile , 
which may: have aSgreat, OT it may be 
VION: Weg twith theta, EL 

? 


. 06j, PA Bur did'1 not Daniel is 
openly I the Tg 
Dan,6. : 3 ni 1 


+ 
ey oe 
hy © "'s 


Anſ, Whatever is raid to hw cons 
ns trary, 


OO. 
erary, it will eaſily appear that the xo. 
hibicion and Decree was, that Danitl 
ſhould not pray unto bis God at af, as y. 
7. That whoſoever ſhall ack « Petition of 
any God or man for thirty dayes, ſate of 
. thee Oh Kjng, &c. Nor that Daniel and 
the Jews ſhould nor ptay towards Je- 
7uſalem: So that the Decree concern- 
ednatural moral VWorfhip, and nor 
poſitive inftirured Worſhip , which 
may ſometimes be diſpenſed with, 
2, Damielinthis caſe had an extraor- 
dinary Annointing upon him,as aPro- 
pher', which carried him forth in this 
particular,which in everycircamftance 
15 not to be made a ſtanding Rule : 
Beſides, we dof nor hear of ſuck an 
#per appearing of the reſt of the people 
of God then in Baby/on.; - 

, And let ir be (criouſly conſidered, 
tharfomerimes God hath indulged his 
people in the marrer of poſitive Inſti- 
cutions3. as the 1ſraelizes in Egyps,who 
were obligedro ſacrificing,if theycould 
have had liberty;burwe do not f#nd it 
pradtifed while they were in Egypi: 

$0 
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$o of Circumcifton inthe Wilderneſs 
there was an indulgence of it;-and 
r. | that rolling awaythe reproach of Egypt, 
f | mentioned art their circumciſion; Joſh; 
f | 5.9. was notthe reproach ( asſome 
d || learned Interpreters: judge) of nor 
-- || being circumciſed, but of not being . 
- | brought for ſo many: years, into. the 
xt || promiſed Land, which 'tis like the 
h | Ezyp #4ans reproached Iſrael wich, So 

the Building: of the: Temple ( which 
r- || was Inſticution) cealed,-Ezr4 4. laſt; 
3- || upon the prohibirton till the 24. year 
is || of: Dari, ' whoſe-: indulgence they 
ce || mighr have ſoon had, but negleQc4 it, 
2: || and built their own houſes, and were: 
1n || reprovedby the Prophets for their ne- 
le || gle@ therein, 9s + i 
And that word(asurged by bleſſed 
d, | Mr. Burroughs in this caſe, and other 
_ [of the Servants of Chriſt) is not tobe: 


= ho 


| (oz) 
crifice; a lawful preſervation of a 
man” $ ſelf is @ Moral duty ; a work cf 
mercy nct only.to bimſelf, bur others, 
ro which end a: Sacrifice of inſtitured 
Worſhip at certain times,and ! in ſome 
caſes may be omiterd, 


| 0bj. 6. Bur? tis objected , That the 
caſe is notthe ſame with that of our 
Saviour and the Apoſtles, whoſe lives 
were in hazard, but now.1t1s not fo, 
the Liberties and Livelyhoods. of the 
Miniſters of Chriſt are oogly endain- 
ered, - -: 

 Anſ.1, The loſs of I berry & [ive- 
lyhood, with the ruine of cher Fami- 
lies; is as a.l-ſſer death,the preſervation 
of which is a moral duty, . 

Bar, ler the caſe well be confi dered, 
what three Months. [mprilo1ment in 
ſuch naſty holes as the Lon{ca Priſons 
are ,- and it maybe underſtood ro a- 
mount to little lefs than life; and upon 
what terms liberty may be had art the 


three Months end , is not ſo. cafie to 
de- 
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determine; it coſt one em1- 
nent * Miniſter his life al- *, Mr, 5; 
ready.But it it be ſtated to = 
be onely'the loſs of liberty, it will be 
a tender caſe of Conſctence,, whe- 
—- tor once or twice appearing 

In publike, a Miniſter is to. razard tis: 
ſervice of the Ciutches ai:d Peopre of. 
God, ro whom lic may be ulctul ir ina 
more private way : 

+ Obj, 7: Bur ſuch a wit! drawing may. 
be ai) offence to fome Saints, ithough: 
mo{t others be ſati-fied; 

: Arſ. | ſhallhere { {peat a lirtlero the. 
caſe of offences, becauſe Saran hath: 
tformerlynad great. adyantage uponthe. 
Spirirs of the Lorx's people this-way.,. 

1; There are ofj--:ces char com by the - 
ungodly, pettecuting world, who Jay. 
ſtumbling blocks 1n ttieway of thepeg-- 
pte of God by their perſecuung them. 
tO ſuch ir 1s{atd,YYo rothe norld becauſe: 
of: offences Mar: iS; Sainrs are not ſure- 
ly to pronounce thoſe! woes'one upon, 
another upon different apprehenfions: 
of duty. 1 2, There 


*. 


s 
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2, There are | offences thar ariſe 


among the Churches -and :people of | 
God themſelves - ſuchare, - - | 
-1: Eicher realy givers 'one to ano- | | 
ther,, Or | | 
hs 2aly ,; Through miſunderJandirg, ( 
weakneſs, paſio' or rem pratien, are un- | 1 
duly-taken, and not given. - T 
1. Concerning the tormer, namely, t 
offences really given (which wall ro0 of- | tf 
V 

V 

t 


ten be, while weſee but in p4/3, and 
are hey but in part) the Spirtr of God 
calls for all forbea ance, compaſsion and 
reſtoring one ariorher, and bearing One 
anothers' burdens, according bo che 
Royal Law of L. V'y Ga'c6,1,2, Eph, S 
4. Ph.1..2. Col.3.-12; i Pet.3.$. irum || n 
which Scripiures let Saints and Mem- 
bers of Churches learii whar: Sp:rit (| R 
and carriage'ts required one of ano- | At 
ther in caſe of* offences, which Þ| T1: 
through miſcarriages miſtakes and || by 
hours of :remprations, will befall the . | gc 
children of God while they are || ar 
in a the efleſhy and cherefore do ay” <- | 
Uc 
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ſuch an exerciſe of grace one towards 
another 3. and norfor rigid cenſuripg, 
debafſinggtreading one anorthers names 
under their feet > or worſe) if itmay 
be) which ate fruits of the fleſh, and 
of the pride of our own hearts, when 
weſetup a Throne in our own ſpi- 
rits» and all muſt bow and tall down 
tort , to be judged either as to mat- 
ter of Judgemenc or Pradtiſe , and 
wonderfully pleaſe our ſelves in it, 
which will nor well conſiſt with a wel 
humbled heare, = | 


2. There are Offences upon the 
Spirits of Saints , thar are takes , but 
not really grren, through weakneſs 
of Judgement, miſ-guided Zeale, 
Raitinels and Paſhons, and nor 
attending to a well ftudyed and 
rightly informed Judgement; where- 
by the Temprer waits to ſtumble 
good {culs, and to hinder their peace 


and communion with the Lord, * 


G4 "| Tanes 
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Hencethe Wiſdom of God rakes 
ſpecial notice of the evils that betall. 
the ſpirits of men in this caſe; A Bro-' 
ther efer:ded, is ha: der to ben 61 than a 
ſtrong City, and ihir Copte. ti0-s are bhe 
i e vars of 6 Caſtle, Prov, L bf 19. 


© IR ler it be ſeriouſly” -trended to 


by a a1) char fear che Lord, whether all 


th> Teachers char have bcen among 
the People of God 5 have nor riten 


either tor want of a compaſſonate 


bearing of offences given, ar by taking 
offences uodply , » , Wen nat Tea:ly gt- 
ven, and by which Satan, hath been 
graufic d, and the prconvereed wor! 'd 


bach Ws ſtymbleg';, and all (or: 
want of thorough- heart | umiliati- 


on, Wiſdom, Love in the . Splr'r, 

whereby they ſhou'd be. able | 
judge loverly, and walk * in Face, 

ED S becomerh Sgines, 


pe ' f ” » . 4 
4 « ©. : 
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var ofcentimes this temptation 
v..* IT : Lath 


hath not reſted "RA but as it hath 
been obſerved by holy men, . that all 
backfliding and apoſtacy begins in ta- 
king offence, fuſt offended ar one 
thing OL perſon , 'then at another; 


and to at more , tili. they. drink in 


prejudice: againſt the Servants of 
«e Lord, and'the Way they walk 
In: : fall: from all- ſound and tearchs 
irs Munftery, - and fo run from 
Munain co Hill, from' one thing 
WO arnotnr, wh they. come to no+1 
thing, uit)eſs - the . Lord in .nich 
rar recover. them by .a ſound 
Wk : of Humilia:ton upon them, 


_ iid 1n that Parable Matthew 


12. Thar he that hath not 'r.ot 
148 bis (elf 1n" time of perſecution, is 
offen 4-4, Various wayes hath Sa-. 
ran ©O oftend and ſtumble rhem . 
Our Lord. Jeſus warned his Diici. 
ples ot this, -4fatth. 26. 3. Then 
faith Jeſus unto them, . . All 5g 
bull Le effe:ded becanſe of me bog 


Wight, fc, P f 
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And when the ef.F promiſeth to 
bring back theCaprtivity of his people, 
he ſaith to his ſervants, Caſt yewup, caſt 
Je up ; prepare ye the way; take up the 

 fumbling tlock out of the way of my peo- 
ple; Then will the Lord remove their 
offences, and heal theſr ſpirits, and 
they ſhal walk on in the way to Z', 
and ſhall not ſtumble any more. 

Obj, 8. Bur doth ir not proceed 
from carnal fear in ſuch, as judge thar 
rerirement is the duty of this day, 

Arxſ. A grain more of love may caſt 
it, that the Lord's (eryants , and ſuch 
of the Churches thar ſo judge and 
walk, do walk after their light, con- 
yiction, and ſarisfaGion of conſcience, 
which happily a little time may deter- 
mine, Eh 
_. Truly moſt of the ſons of men have 
an Abfoloms ſpirit, and ſay in our 
hearrs, Vhar wou!d I do, if I were 
in ſuch, or ſuch an ones cale > wherein 
our own hearts wonderfully deceive 

; us 


v*, Yer if any of the ſervants of the 
Lord have a more then ordinary im- 
pulſe of ſpirit ar rhis time, ( as it may 
be ſome haye had, fince this diſpenſa- 
ron of giving in their teſtimony) cis 
be ſt co leave them to the Lord, withs» 
our judging each other, 

Conccruing the Miniſters of Chriſt, 

I would humbly fay thus much That 
it chey (hal beſound in their particular 
Practice faithiu] to the light and te- 
ftimony they have given forth,through 
the lame grace upon them , and c:iute 
the grearcht of {uffcrings rather then 
defile chemfelves, "and continue edity- 
img of tc Saints and Churches of.. 
God 11 a more private way, as they 
have opporcunity,l humbly judgethey 
thal' be accepred wich the Lord as his 

faithful witneſſes, and be juſt-ficd in 

th2 conſciences of all ſerious people 3 

eſpecially when the ifſue of this diſs 

p-nſatiown (hall be made manitcft, 


And. 


4 
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And thus have'we ſtated this cafe, 


we hopt;according ro Scripture ltght, 


and leave it wirh'the Lord, to make ir 
4 tbleſling ro _ of his. -- : 


Bur hi dow the La call for, #y 


wy of duty, of all his ns a time D 


of relivemets, = 


I- T0 F, th fovn ore to oan6ther,Mal.3 
It was a time when there was hardly 
a Pricft ro ſpeak publickly to them, 


bur fuch a3 corrupredhe worſhip of 


the Lord :' Then they that feared ihe 


Lord ſpake often 014 to another, and the: 


Lord bearkened ad heard tr, awd @ bo)k 
of remembrance was wiities befor e him, 
fer them that ſed the Lord, and that 
thught upos bis Name, Tiiey had great 


rhoughts 'of hearri for the Name of + 


rhcir God ,'"and they ſpake,nodoubr, 
of his diſpenſation 'and of rhe figns 


of the times ,* and har he call'd tor, ' 


ro + A a {ertle, and comfort one 
another 


py ms AC ca. @#as 
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another ; this 1s the praQice Saints 
ſhould be ſerious and conſcientious, 
and, often in; tn fuch- a. day; and ſo 


keep up the practice of Ordinances a- 


mong rhem, 


f 


 2...To bee found as the mourns 


of Z ox: In the day of Ziois. breach 
and Captivity, the.promiſe of mer- 
CY Tuns 10 her me#r3:75, to. the hum- 
Lie and contrite ones, Ifa, 57:15. 8 
18. with thoſe hee will are{l,. thoie 
hee will revive and heal. . Hee wil 
pot ccrtend. always; leſs their ſpirit 


fail; but will veftore comfort 10 the 


men'ners, .$o tſatwh Chep. 61; vere 
2» 3, And Chapter 66; vert. 10, 
This was Jeremabs .ſpiric x 1» that 
day, Jeremiah 14% vere 17, let mine 
eyes run down miih tears, and. tt 
th-m. ms ceaſe 5 for the Virgiis 


Daughter of my p ople is broken. with 


blew, "ox 


Oh 


8 great breach, with 'a Tery grievous 


—— a... oo 
. es . 5 K 
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Oh'rhat the Lord would givedown 
this Spirit upon his people ; as we 
would call for a Spirit of Bravery 
and Courage , which .in its ſeaſon 1s 
honorable , and hath appeared upon 
many of the Miniſters of Chriſt ) ſo 
ler us call upon one another for this 


Spirir alſo, to be found mourning: 
apart , and rogether | in Our, retire-: 


ments, for the abottiinactions ahd blaſ- 


phemites of the land , for our former. 


un profirableneſs, unbolineſs, ſecurity 
formality , hypoctrifie, pride of life, 


diviſions, frowardneſs, back{l:dings,. 


breach of Vows and Covenants with 
the Lord, ſcli-ſeckings in the manage- 


mens. of rhe precious cauſe of the: 


Lord Jeſus, which now lieth as cruci- 
fied: Oh! dowe mournover it, as wel 
as talk. of it> _ 

3- Jeſus Chriſt calls. to. heart- 
ſearching : In ſuch a day is every 
one to be retiring into their own hearts, 


and finding our the plague of them, 


Lame3.40, th the day of their capti- 
VLIY; 


f 


_ nog) 
vity,then faith the Prophet,let #4 ſearch 
4nd try 0ur ways, & ce 


Then is every one to be awakenin 
his own hearc; every ſoul attending ro 
a renewed repentance aud humility, 
to renewed mortification iti the ſpirir, 
that it may be as 4 dy of 4 zew conver- 
ſos upon all our ſpirits, 


; 4, In ſuch aday;Jeſus Chriſt calls 
his to uniting, that we get all our pre. 
judices to be femoved and healed, 
though under differ ent meaſures of 
lighe as weare upon the enquiry of 
our ray to Z:0z ( after the long night 
of Antichriſtian darkneſs ) we have 
many ſtones in our way, and muchree 
maining darkneſs upon our ſpirirs, and 
the Lord gives our light gradually ro 
his people i- the Churches reſtoration, 
which calls-for a mutual forbearance 


from all, that would ſee the: beauty of 


Zidn, and preſs-after ir, and nor im- 
poſing 


(104) 


poſing one upon another, much leſs 
devouring one another; þy the way, 
Ah! when our {p'rits are more mcic- 
ed bythe Goſp:l,. and we are more in 
rhe {pirir of che Goſpel, 1t ſhall beſo 
then. thall wee know one another as 
Saints ,-and upon that account have 
Communion togerher,, and ,not bee 
bound up to any Form, and make ita 


Law of Communion , which is in-. 


deed no bettcr rhen-a-dreg of- Anti- 
chriſtiainſm ypon our {pirics, Unio! 
with the Lord jeſus is thc 83 et 
f:llowſhip with him, agd 10 ſhould 
be one with another, 1 Joh,1. 3. Lerus 
all contend together. tor the great 11- 
rereſt of the Goſpel; power ot God- 
neſs, purity of VWorſh'ip,as the great 
and common intereſt of all that tear 
the Lord, WE 

5. In retiring crimes the Lord calls 
to much ſecret dauty,eſpecially of pray- 
er; .Cant,2, 14, 0h my Dove, that art 
#1 the clefts of the rockye7. Jelus Chriſt 
beholds 


bas, ; a+ Ss — FT gd 


behold his Dove in che clifts of the 
Rock in her retirement ) as hid from 
rhe wrath af her Enemies ) and there 
ſhe mourns in-a Doye®tke ſpirit, and 
che Lord delights to ſee her face, and 
hear her voice, | . 
Some have more fully heard -whar 
great things [ing/e Saints have Gone in 
prayer jor the people of Gad , how 
they have prevailed with God.as Fu- 
cob, Moſes, Joſhna, Samuel, David, E- 
lyab,.1 alab, Jeremiah, Dantel, &c, In 
thetr ſeveral generations, who were 
men of like paſſions-with us: Let me 
aloe, {aith the Lord to one 240{es, E- 
very praying ſoul ſhould be fo awake- 


[ned andengaged in this Work arthis 
[day as if the whole lay: upon his, or 


her ſhoulders; as it his cryes. (even a» 


lone) were t£o prevail for Zier's deli- 
Verance, - | | 


'Oh my dear Compantons in the 
ingdome- and Patience of Jelus 

riſt, .cry-mightily, -and figh with: 
itrerneſs and unutterable | grozns, 


H : pour 
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pour out your. fquls as water before 
the Lord , becaule of the ſinne and 
breach of the people of your God 
Ohcry for Hraling tor Zion; cry for 
your Brcad, thote precious Goſpel- 
teedings of which you are beretr; cry 
againſt B4%ylon,and the Horns thatare 
pouring our the blood of your Bre- 
tireat Cry {or the ruine of the Beaſts 
Kingdom, and the. exalcation of the 
Throne of Jeſus Chriſt 1n the world. 


 'Tis ſaid Dan.7.13. One like the Son of 


AMan came 10 the Ancient of Dayes , and 


they brough: him near before him- Saints. 


by Faith and Prayer do bring the Son 
ot Man near betorethe Father ; 4d 
then there was given him Domiion, Glo- 
79,484 a Kirgd my that all Peop'e, Na- 
$:01:5 and Languages ſhould: ſerve himy 
veI:I4q4 *'. wg 017.5 

It ſuch a Spir#t be given forth in the 
entering 17:46 our Chambers , verily the 
wind thereof ſhall pur ſuch an Zarth-. 
quake into the temtb part of $he C::y,and 


the Foundations.thatare now layiog,. 


that 


a 
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that it ſhall be like a breach, ready to fall, 
ſwelling out 11 @ hegh wall , whiſe break- 
ing cometh ſuddenly at aninftant, l(a.z0 
13.14. And the 'Adverſaries of the 
- | Lord ſhajlnor fee whence their blow 
y || cometh, Certainly nevet did ſuch a 
re || praying generation miſearry, 


Its 6, In retiring times the People of 
ne | God ſhould alk w:ſely, ar ſuch a time 
d. || when a man is made an 4ffendvy for 4 
of ['wrd:; Let usall labour ro do all in 
ud the Wiſdom of Jeſus Chriſt, in our 


ts. [walking rowards the World, in vr 


on Jaſſembling, in our particular: walk- 
Inge in our filence.and in our ſpe:king, 
{0- Fleft not' onely themiclves, but their 
Va- [Brethren alſo ſuffer by their weakneſs 
ms fand folly :- whoſo w Iketh w{cly , fhal 
le delivered, Prov, 28,26, 


: 7: In retiring times Jeſus Chriſt 
calls for bowels cowards the affi tions 
and neceſſities of Brethren; this is 4 
Wpecial duty of the day gz ſome thous; 

jo, © 
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ſands of Famikesx are bereft. of their 
bread, while the Lord hath ſparcd ro 
others a full portion ,, nor onely in 
mercy to themle]ves, but to be a bleſ- 
fGng ro their diſtreſſed Brethren; Bleſ- 
ſed be theiLord tor what he hath done 
upon the ſpirirot, his ſervancs in this 
thing already; A: the diftreſs will en- 
create , ſo ſhouid che hearts and bow- 
els of ſuch in whoſe hand it 15, be en- 
larged, elſe let nor chem think to par- 
cake Ot the day of mercy, it they ſhew 
NO Mercy tO ther Brethren, when cÞe 
preſent diſpeniation ſo eminerrly calls 

orit, A blaſt irom Heaven wil come 
forth upon tize Eſtates, Families, 
Names, Spirits of ſuch , profeſſors 
who wich-hold bread from the hun- 
gry, and caſt it not upon the waters ii 
ſju.h a day. Never was ſuch an oppor- 


_ runiry pur into the hands of any gene-f 


tations, toſhew-much kindneile £0 
Cirift and his Saints, as ar this day, 
never ſucha time to lay »p,much trea- 
. ſarein Hedveng. | ED * | 
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8. The day bong tor reſfignment to 
the will of God, to fuffer or 10:do 
in | according to his good pleaſure, The 
\- | Lord hath triumphed in {ome of his 
A- | ſuffering ones; who have g'oriouſ] 
ne | overcome by the Blood of the Lamb ; 
ts nor loving their lives WTO tne death ; 
n- | *is poſhbl. ſome others may be.cai! ed 
w- | forthincheiame way, many to prix 
en* | (ons, and much hard(hip'; Oh / leg 
ar- | us be rcftzned up to the will of I, ſus 
ew || Chriit, co be contented he thiovl gio- ; 
be | rific himſe It ypon us which way fee | 
alls | picalcth : \Live upOit | that farrhfub | 
me | jayinz, 2 Tim,2.V.r 11,12, It ue 
es, | ſuffer with him , we lbell iſ; re-on wth 
ors him 3 what more can be acfirc& 


'S 11 You hive the p emiſe of feſus 
or- Chriſt z /eni# yu in what he calls. 
ne" you to, and you have the rich experz- 
210 ence of your Brethren of tis farthjul - 
Jay, neſs therein, who triumphed OvVcL 
rea- death, in a ſpirit of g'ory that was 
H 3 upop 


| '{r10) 
upon them ; forthe Lords Priſoners, 
even In every Priſon of England, their 
hearts are fall of rhe praiſes of the 
Lord, crying (to the amazement of 
their Perlecutors) Bleſſed be the Lord 
fora Priſon ; ler nor our Brethren be 
diſcouraged, for Chriſt. w Il meet 
them, -and walk wich them there : 
This. may quiet the hcarrs of all 
Saints, andnor:be troubled, im cafe 
the Providence of Go1 ſo difpole 
of them; and yer they are io walk 
wiſcly in this, notexpoſing themielvs 
beyond what they {ce the Lord cleats 
ly calling rhemto, and their own con- 
icilence 1atisfied therein : A good 
Cauſe, a good Call, & a good Cone: 
ictence makes a mans ſufferings tweet 
to him. Aſcrvant of Chriſt may be 
ma good Caule, andina 20nd work, 


m a Chrift:an duty , yer not have a | 


clear Call at that ime and ics{on 
cO.1t, LS i ch 


(11 
. The Lord rap fyr Cructfied- 
+ rothe world z- a weanedneſs from 
all Creature-comfores ; Redemprion 
from all Earthly Intereſts » thar their 


hearts be looſned from them. The 


word -was got into the hearts of Pro- 
-feflors, now it muſt be caſt Our, and 
the heare.crucified ro ir, if tey think 
t » follow the Lambar this aay, Let 
every Believer improve hus fellowſhip 
with the death of Jeſus Cog to thts 
purpoſe, and by Faith realize Chriſt, 
and heaven, and: glory, and for rbc 
heart io feed upon them, thar tie 
world be not as A weight upon their 
ſpirits; which hath alrcady drowned, 
en{nared, perverted 100 many, and is 
the very bane of profeſſion , if not to 
the talling ſhore of the Kingdom of 
God, yertas co their own comtorrt, & 
their ſerving the Lord in theu Geres 
ration, Jelus Chriſt never much ho- 
nored a woridly Protefſor, or if ſo, 
!f the world art laſt ook hold of him, 
a blaſt was upon him, 

10,13 
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rt. In retiring times the Lord cajls 
to wEltlng, a.paticmt waiting; 1-charge 
10u--t\at you ſteep nat, nr awake my 
Luvatilh he plegſe » {atch the Spouie, 


Cant.2.7. The Soouſeiwas conltenred 
to wait for him :.\ That word. of £[ y 


chap.:52. 13. ſhouldibe potidered by 
all chat tear the £ord,; Fer 3eſuall n13 go 
out in haſt, nor go by flight, for the. Lord 
7x! goleſoreyou', and the Gon of If: att 
#1 bz jour Ke-eward.. The word tefets 
wo the day of che Capnvicy-z they 
ſhouldnorgo our by haſt, bur ſee tþ- 
Lora ging before them by toric fienal 
providenee.or other, 25 a call rs rhctn 


19020 jorth: Then the Lotd fatih he 
would be itheir Rereward , though 
the 'Enemy pufſue them, they 


ſhouwd-/nor: be able ro harm inem; 
ce Lord nn ſcme Cloud:or Pillar 
Of Providence or other, wilt call 
forth his. :Pcople, and» they -ſhall 
zcar his voice, aid follow him. 


= 
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 Precipirancy is the iſſue of unbe= 
lief, men do nor hang: upon the 
Arm of the Lord, when: impatiency 
carries them to ſuch precipitancy, 


Specially ler us take heed to. this; 


When the Lord is caſting in iuch: 


Harbingers as fore-tunners of bis cam. 
#:9,-by f1gns and wonders in the Hea.. 


ven, and-on the Eartn, and OR the 
Seasz yea, it nay be by Special Viſe- 


fron ro form? of his Servants,: and 
tae Expectation of - Sainrs' generally 
raiſed to look for him. Oh ler us 
wit, f.r bewill-bring dijtreſſe upon his 
Entiaies, that they ſha! watk as blint 
men Neither that th:ir Sibuer 16r 
ther Geli be abie to deliver them in 
ih! Day of the Lords Wrath ' upon 
trem, Zcph.1. 17- For b-hold the Lord 
cometh out of hys place, i190 paniſb the 
Inbabttants of the 'Earth far 1btir 1ni- 
quity, aud the Earth [hai diſcleſe her 
{ (604, Ifa.2z 6-v,laft. 


_ 2ar As 
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T1. As'Saints aze patiently ro wait, 


ſoallo to rake heed that they: do not 
fall aſleep] fay,rheLord delayerh,8c 
ro.ler them. be girr: vp, as expeivg_ 
their Lord calls, and be ready io follow 
him whereſoever betore b, &c. lettiiem 
not ſay it their heares, that the Lord 
hath forlaken h1s- people , that he' 1s 
.cartying the goſpel from E1:g/ard,chat 
itts like'to-be a$1n the . Boremzan. day; 
and (o.be conſulting:to make haite by 
flizht 1aro orhicr Cou: arreys ( unleſs 
fuch'whoſe cafe may be peculiar) ve- 
Tliy this'would be far a provocation; 
tis would bethebirrer truit Of arte- 
lief': lo, the Lor&will hide you in 
your:own land, and'keep. you as the 
apple of his Eye ;'(41d- thy jeife as it 
were fr a lijtile moment\)-fretnoragatnſt 
the Lord, though you are called off 
trom: your publike: Aﬀlcmblies, and. 
' your Minifters laid as dead.: \Verily 
the Lord, who holdeth his Stars in tus 
right hand, will cagſe them to ſhine 
forch again,and they ſhall gtve a more 
glorious 
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glorious lighr. 0099 ord will be hs. / 
gainſt che tooliſh  Shepheards that 
would devour the Flock, and wil de- 
liver them our of their mouths, and 
he will make them as the dung of the 
Ea-th; they ſhalliio more ſpeak, hes T 
the Name of #be Lox4'; but the Haile- 
fiorm ſhall ſweep: away/ the retuge of 
tycs, andthe cyes of chisgencration 
ſhall ſceir, Be.making ready tor the. 
glorious appearance ot the Lord, and 
cry, Mak: baſt.my Lelyved , and be the 
Ekeio 2 Roryor 10's yonr'g 6 the 
Mo:ntains of {yevors - 


12. Wait for an Anzointis g of Lighs, 
Zeal and Maignanimity, toexecurte the: 
vengeance of the Lorduponthe beaſt; 
for Wrath is determined from. the 
Lord, and the Nations ſhall cremble 
becauſe of ir, and the Cup of it ſhall 
ſpeedilybe pur into theirhands,rhough 
chey' bave ſaid, A confederacy » and. 
there is.a healing and peace among 
_ and the Teftimony Lyes dead, you. 

| rhe - 
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the Lord will come'upon them as the 
breach of many waters; Letrhar word 
of our Lord dwell upon'your hearts, 
for the day of at'1s coming upon toe 
World, Luke 21, 25. &c, 4s 8he 8 
ſhall le ſrignes in the Sunt', \a#d ih the 
Adoon, and in the Stars, 'and upon the 
Earth DISTRESS ot NATIONS, 
with perplexily, the Sea, and the waters 
roaring , mens hearts failing them 
for fear,an1 for lonking after thoje things 
wich are comingon:the Earth; for the 
Puwer« of » Heaten ſball be ſhaken ; : and. 
th. n ſhall they ſee the Suwvof: Man coming 
inz2 C boud, with Power and grea: glory: 
And when theſe things begift 10 come -0 
paſs, then look up, and lift up your h-ads, 
FOR YOUR REDEMPTION: 
DRAWETH NIGH. 


No age of the world. hath produ-. . 


ced ſuch a ſeries of Signs, and: Won- 
ders as this hath done, in theſe ewo 


years laſt paſt, ( which are flyll mul- | 


tiplied) which though negle&ed and 
blaſphemed by a Sencration of _ 
ers, 
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fers, yet are to be: rad in reverence by 
all char fear the Lord, and regars the 


 Cperaito-s .of his hands: Which igns 


uina:ly DL {peak aiftr:{(e of Nations;and 
the Saznts ther obſerve them , are cal- 
led tu liit upthere heads, The voice of 
the Lora to Epypi in the fignes and 
wonders of that dzy, was, Ler my peo- 
[le go, ihat they may ſerve me, ExOd.16, 
14,16. c::48,1,ch,g.1,13.ch.10,3. 
And when Pharoab refuſed ro Is the 
People of God go free that they - might 
ſervethe Lord, and hardened himſelf 
agaipft the wanders of God, ir proved 
his and the Egyptians deſtruQion, and 
wrath was upon them, .and the Lord 
by a'ftrong hand. ler his people go: 
But chis. Conſideration would require 
2 larger diſcuſhon, Let whar hath 
been .hinted , help you to a patienc 
waitingy let us ſay with good Jeze- 
mb, Chap.14. verl, laſt. Art r88 thou 
he, Oh L:rd our Go 2 therefore we will 


| 74#t upon thee;tor thou baſt made all theſe 
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The Lord will Saif? the expecaticn 
of his Saints, (as he hath alrcady be- 
gut)and then he wHl come into them, 
Pſal 9.15, then, *cis but for a moment, 
a little moment, nay, but as zt were, a 
little moment, 1carce to be call'd a'lir- 
tle moment, bur.a4s z# were 105 and the 
indignation jhall be over-paſt:. The 
Lord would aſſure his poor people; 
That he watts but his fi:tcſt ſeaſon, as 
if delay were more grievous to him 
than to his people: 'YV ho would not 
wait for ſuch a God> Oh! bleſſed be all 
they that nit for him, Ia, 30, :1$. Take 
thac word which the Lord hath ſpos- 
Len to One Or another of his poor {cr- 
vants, Fſ. 37-34. Wairon the Zorco 
and kcep his way , and he ſhall exalr 
thee coinhericthe landwiien thewigk= 
ed are, cut.off -, THOU SHALT 
SEE IT. Ames, SAL 


